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The  Selgc  and  Evacuation  of  Boston  Medal 
WASHINGTON  BEFORE  BOSTON 

PREFACE 


In  this,  our  Bicentennial  Year,  with  the  issuance  of  so  many  medals,  tokens, 
badges,  and  commemorative  coins,  it  appears  incongrous  that  so  little  is  popularly  known 
of  the  origin  and  history  of  our  nation's  first  authorized  medal  and  its  restrikes. 

To  be  sure  it  was  conceived  In  surprise,  authorized  in  haste,  plagued  by  delay, 
first  proposed  with  the  wrong  date,  executed  in  Europe,  presented  ten  years  after  authori¬ 
zation,  and  then  generally  forgotten  in  America. 

It  was  struck  and  restruck  for  83  years  before  the  United  States  got  around  to 
making  its  first  one.  For  100  years  the  location  of  the  original  was  not  generally  known, 
and  as  late  as  1919,  the  officer  in  charge  of  government  decorations,  did  not  know  its 
location. 


Fortunately,  the  pedigree  of  the  unique  gold  original  was  traced  and  recounted 
by  Mr.  Lindsey  Smith,  editor  of  the  Bulletin  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  in  1919,  republish¬ 
ed  in  The  Numismatist  in  1920,  retold  by  Dr.  George  Fuld  in  the  Token  and  Medal  Society 
Journal  in  1963,  and  summarized  in  Coin  World  in  1973. 

However,  for  a  century  and  a  half  its  rcstrikes  and  their  difference:,  have  con¬ 
fused  numismatists  and  writers  to  such  an  extent  that  there  are  today  probably  more  un- 
attributed  and  misattributed  specimens  than  there  are  properly  attributed  ones.  It  is  the 
purpose  of  this  dissertation  to  review  the  history  of  the  medal  and,  more  particularly,  to 
provide  a  systematic  and  simple  method  by  which  a  possessor  of  a  single  specimen  can  eas¬ 
ily  determine  which  of  the'34.  types  he  has  and  its  period  and  place  of  issuance  without 
having  to  compare  it  with  another. 

And,  finally,  a  note  on  the  name  "Washington  Before  Boston"  .  It  does  not,  of 
course,  refer  to  the  dates  of  establishment  of  those  cities.  It  does  not  imply  priority  of 
revenue  sharing.  And  it  does  not  infer  that  General  Washington  merited  a  medal  before 
the  Boston  evacuation  and  not  after.  It  refers  to  the  8-1/2  month  seige  by  Washington's 
forces  and  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British  on  Sunday,  March  17,  1776. 


*  *  * 


I  appreciate  the  assistance  of  many  people  who  helped  me  on  this  project. 

The  fine  work  herein  is,  of  course,  mine,  and  any  errors,  stupid  statements,  mistakes, 
etc. ,  are  theirs. 


WASHINGTON  BEFORE  BOSTON 


I  suppose  most  numismatists  and  all  medalists  are  aware  of  the  medal  known  as  . 
"Washington  Before  Boston"  -  or  rather  the  scries  of  medals  by  that  name.  But  I  suspect 
that  many  would  be  hard-pressed  to  answer  such  questions  as: 

What,  precisely,  was  he  doing  there? 

What  is  so  unusual  about  the  medal? 

How  many  issues  have  there  been? 

How  many  major  types  are  there? 

. and  perhaps  most  important  of  all . 

How  can  you  tell  one  from  another? 

Let's  take  these  one  at  a  time. 

THE  EVENT  ITSELF 


You  know,  of  course,  of  the  British  Stamp  Act  of  1765,  "taxation  without  repre¬ 
sentation"  and  the  events  leading  to  the  Wilmington  Tea  Party  in  December  of  1773.  Or 
perhaps  you  better  recollect  hearing  about  the  one  at  Annapolis.  They  had  one  there  too. 

And  one  at  Boston.  The  latter  attracted  most  attention  because  the  eyes  of  the  British  minis¬ 
try  were  fixed  on  Massachusetts  where  they  realized  they  faced  a  serious  crisis.  They  deter¬ 
mined  to  put  down  the  disorders  in  America.  Among  other  things,  they  closed  and  blockaded 
the  port  of  Boston. 

This  caused  general  indignation  throughout  the  colonies  and  eight  months  later, 
in  September  of  1774,  the  first  Continental  Congress  met  in  Philadelphia.  One  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  from  Virginia,  George  Washington,  said  "I  will  raise  one  thousand  men,  subsist  them 
at  my  own  expense,  and  march  myself  at  their  head  for  the  relief  of  Boston”.  (1)  He  was 
apparently  applauded,  thanked,  and  ignored.  The  Congress,  like  many  congresses  since, 
adjourned  without  action. 

The  next  year,  in  May,  1775,  the  second  Continental  Congress  met  and  started 
in  a  wTangle  while  events  at  Concord  and  Lexington,  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  occur¬ 
red.  (2)  But  on  June  15th,  1775,  they  selected  Washington  as  Commander  in  Chief.  (3) 

Two  days  later,  but  before  he  assumed  command,  the  bloody  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  (4)  resulted  in  a  British  victory.  The  American  forces  retreated  to  a  14-mile  semi¬ 
circle  around  Boston  and  waited  for  their  enlistments  to  expire  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


(1)  History  of  the  American  People  -  Latane  -  p.  146. 

(2)  Concord,  April  1  Sth;  Lexington,  April  19th;  Ticonderoga,  May  10th;  Crown  Point, 

May  12th. 

(3)  The  Treasury  Department's  "Medals  of  the  United  States  Mint"  is  in  error  on  page  161 
where  it  is  staled  that  it  was  the  first  Continental  Congress  that  selected  Washington.  It 
was  the  second  Congress  that  was  in  session  on  June  15,  1775. 

(4)  Bunker  Hill,  June  17th,  1775. 
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Whilc  it  isn't  likely  that  the  General  delayed,  tarried,  or  got  lost,  we  are  told 
In  "Medals  of  the  U.  S.  Mint",  page  4,  that  he  arrived  on  July  2nd.  But  on  page  1G2  the 
same  document  tells  us  he  arrived  on  July  3rd.  It,  of  course,  could  be  a  typographical 
error,  or  maybe  the  Treasury  Department  wasn't  sure  and  included  both  dates  158  pages 
apart  to  cover  either  eventuality!  Other  more  consistent  sources  give  the  date  as  July  3rd. 

So,  Washington  arrived  on  July  3rd,  1775  (1)  sixteen  days  after  the  battle, 
assumed  command  over  the  mess,  replaced  much  of  the  army  with  a  new  one,  and  prepared 
for  being  attacked.  The  "scige"  lasted  eight  and  one-half  months,  until  March  17,  1776, 
when  the  British,  under  General  Howe,  evacuated  Boston  and  sailed  for  Halifax. 

CONFUSION  AND  DEI.AY 


Eight  days  later,  on  Monday,  March  25,  1776,  the  second  Continental  Congress 
in  Philadelphia  being  surprised  and  delighted,  resolved:  "That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress, 
in  their  own  name,  and  in  the  name  of  the  thirteen  united  Colonies  (2)  whom  they  represent, 
be  presented  to  his  Excellency  Gen.  (3)  Washington,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under 
his  command,  for  their  wise  and  spirited  conduct  in  the  seige  and  accuisition  (Sic)  (4)  of 
Boston;  and  that  a  medal  (5)  be  struck  in  commemoration  of  this  great  event,  and  presented 
to  his  Excellency;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  thanks, 
and  a  proper  device  for  the  medal.  " 


Thus  was  authorizetLtfie  first  medal  of  the  "United  States".  Things  looked  great. 
But  yet  to  come  were  the  British  occupation  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  the  dwindling  of 
Washington's  army  to 'abouT  150~chrr.cn.  the  fleeing  of  Congress  to  Baltimore,  the  battles  of 
Trenton,  Princeton,  Brandywine  and  Germantown,  the  winter  (1777-1778)  at  Valley  Forge, 
alliance  with  France,  Monmouth,  Savannah,  Charleston,  Camden,  Kings  Mountain,  Cowpens, 

and  finally  Yorktown  in  October  of  4-88i7  (6) 

/7^/ 


But  let's  get  back  to  that  first  medal.  It  didn't  materialize  for  ten  years!  Eight 
other  military  awards  were  authorized  and  delivered  before  this  one  was  struck  and  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  General,  who  by  this  time  had  resigned  and  returned  to  Mount  Vernon. 


(1)  History  of  the  American  People  -  Latane. 

(2)  Fuld  has  it  as  shown  here.  The  mint  catalogue  says,  "United  States  colonies."  Green¬ 
wood  Nik  and  Loubat  used  a  capital  U.  Baker  capitalized  Thirteen,  United,  and  Colonics. 

(3)  Mint  catalogue,  Loubat,  and  Greenwood  spell  it  out.  Loubat  capitalizes  all. 

(4)  The  mint  catalogue  and  Baker  changed  it  to  spell  correctly. 

(5)  Mint  catalogue,  Baker,  Loubat,  and  Greenwood  inserted  "of  gold"  here. 

(6)  British  occupation  of  New  York  City,  Sept.  15,  1776;  Loss  of  Philadelphia,  Sept.  25, 
1777;  Trenton,  Dec.  26,  1776;  Princeton,  Jan.  3,  1777;  Brandywine,  Sept.  11,  1777; 
Germantown,  Oct.  4,  1777;  French  Alliance,  Feb.  6,  1778;  Monmouth,  June  28,  1778; 
Savannah,  Oct.  9,  1779;  Charleston,  Slay  12,  1780;  Camden,  Aug.  16,  1780;  Kings 
Mountain,  Oct.  7,  1780;  Cowpens,  Jan.  17,  1781. 
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The  President  of  the  Congress,  John  Hancock,  had  written  Washington  (eight 
days  after  the  resolution)  a  rather  stilted  letter  of  praise  and  ended  with  the  sentence, 

"The  Congress  have  ordered  a  golden  medal,  (1)  adapted  to  the  occasion,  to  be  struck, 
and,  when  finished,  to  be  presented  to  you."  No  mention  was  made  of  the  committee 
which  was  made  up  of  John  Adams,  John  Jay,  and  Stephan  Hopkins.  (2). 

Adams,  taking  the  bull  by  the  horns,  also  wrote  Washington  and  asked  his 
sentiments  concerning  what  would  be  proper.  The  General,  who  wasn't  about  to  be  mouse- 
trapped  like  this,  replied,  "Whatever  devices  may  be  determined  upon  by  the  respectable 
committee  . . .  will  be  highly  agreeable  to  me.  " 

The  "respectable  committee"  apparently  declined  the  delicate  responsibility 
of  selecting  "proper  devices"  and  went  on  to  other  things.  Adams  was  appointed  to  the 
committee  to  draft  a  declaration  of  independence,  and  later  (in  1782)  was  joined  by  Jay, 
Franklin,  Laurens  and  Jefferson  in  negotiating  the  peace. 

With  the  war  over,  the  matter  was  in  the  hands  of  Robert  Morris,  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  Finance,  (3)  who  invested  a  Colonel  D.  Humphreys  (4)  with  the  responsibility  of 
procuring  the  medal.  Colonel  Humphreys  went  to  France,  obtained  from  the  "Royal  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Inscriptions  and  Belles-Lettres"  (5)  a  proposed  design  and  inscription,  wrote  to 
General  Washington  giving  him  the  good  news  (6)  talked  with  engravers  Gatteax  and  Duvivier 
(7)  who  had  never  seen  Washington  and  had  no  model  of  his  head  to  work  with. 

So,  things  rocked  along  for  a  while  more  until  a  celebrated  French  sculptor, 

Jean  Antoine  Houdon,  visited  Mount  Vernon  in  October  of  1735  and  executed  a  cast  from 
Washington's  face,  modeled  a  bust  from  it  and  returned  to  France. 

By  this  time,  Colonel  Humphreys  had  left  Paris  for  London  and  passed  the 
potato  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  It  should  be  noted  that  Adams  and  Jay,  original  members  of 
the  committee,  were  also  in  Paris  at  the  time,  but  Jefferson,  not  on  the  committee,  was 
the  one  saddled  with  the  chore. 

He  got  the  design  and  inscriptions  from  Gatteax  with  whom  Humphreys  left 
them,  arranged  for  Houdon’s  bust  to  be  made  available,  and  made  a  deal  with  Duvivier 
to  prepare  the  dies.  It  is  believed  that  the  cost  was  2400  livres  plus  the  gold  and  the  cost 
of  coinage.  (1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8) 


(1)  Did  they?  The  motion  by  Adams  did,  but  the  resolution  didn't.  Others  say  it  did. 

(2)  Baker,  p.  27. 

(3)  From  1781  to  1784.  AJN  35  p  59. 

(4)  Col  David  Humphreys,  former  aide-de-camp  to  General  Washington  was  appointed  by 
Congress  as  secretary  to  the  commissioners  in  France.  AJN  35  p  59. 

(5)  Only  by  the  powerful  influence  of  Lafayette  to  whom  Washington  had  given  Humphreys  a 
letter  of  introduction.  AJN  35  p  60. 

(6)  Sec  Fuld  p.  114. 

(7)  Pierre  Simon  Benjamin  Duvivier. 

(8)  See  Humphrey's  letter  to  Jefferson,  January  30,  1786,  Fuld  p.  114. 
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HORRORS: 


When  both  dies  were  finished,  they  were  submitted  to  the  U.  S.  representa¬ 
tives  in  Paris  -  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson.  Jefferson  wasn't 
happy.  He  convinced  the  others  that  the  obverse  should  be  rejected  because  of  a  line  be¬ 
tween  the  bust  and  the  exerptc  and  the  use  of  U's  in  the  legend  instead  of  the  classic  V's. 
The  reverse  was  rejected  because  a  D  had  been  left  out  of  the  Roman  numeraled  date 
making  it  127G  instead  of  1776. 


Now  solid  documentary  information  goes  into  a  sort  of  a  blackout.  Presum¬ 
ably,  Duvivicr  was  induced  to  prepare  new  dies.  There  exists  in  the  Fuld  collection  a 
lead  splashing  which  may  have  been  a  die  trial  of  the  original  obverse  (1).  The  new  dies 
were  quite  different  from  the  rejected  ones  -  but  don't  forget  that  rejected  reverse  be¬ 
cause  It  came  to  life  again  later. 


THE  ORIGINALS 


Hr  Jty  (Sure  n 
ar-t-dc  Tti 

tnCiJc i  **./h  fir**  k./>  *  *  rei"** 

C  <7 


Gn  /Hatred  J fttyj 
!  *  a  * 

*0  J  Co 


So,  the  new  dies  were  ready,  approved/ and  striking  began,  A  single  gold 
specimen  was  made  and  presented  to  the  General, ^out  it  appears  that  there  is  no  rocord 
■of-whefty-whefO)  or  by  whom  -iVwes -delivered-.  These  dies  were  also  used  to  strike  one 
of  a  set  of  eleven  silver  medals  honoring  revolutionary  heroes  which  were  presented  to 
Washington  by  the  French  government  (2).  But  again,  nothing  is  known  about  the  date 
or  circumstances  of  presentation  except  that  they  were  in  a  velvet-lined  case  made  es¬ 
pecially  for  the  collection. 

T7«6-and-T789r 


At  least  one  other  silver  specimen  was  struck  from  these  dies  since  one 
existed  in  the  Fuld  collection  in  1SG3.  A  few'  bronze  medals  were  struck  too,  but 
they're  scarce  because  the  difficulties  w'hich  seemed  to  plague  this  project  continued  - 
the  reverse  die  broke. 


Before  we  go  on,  however,  let's  specify  the  unique  combination  of  character¬ 
istics  of  the  "Originals": 


•/a  i  ce  /  o 

They  show  four  hooves  under/Vashington's  horsed -belly. 

There  are  periods  in  the  exerge  lettering  after  the  Roman  numerals. 

The  last  J_in  NLARTII  is  under  the  R  in  RECUPERATUM. 

The  outer  edges  of  the  O's  in  the  upper  legend  are  almost  perfectly  round. 


(1)  Pond,  p.  33. 

j(2)  Fuld,  p.  117  and  plate  IV. 
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What  to  do  now?  Well,  there's  still  that  rejected  reverse  laying  around 


somewhere  and  It’s  never  been  used.  The  only  thing  they  really  hollered  about  when 
they  rejected  it  was  that  wrong  date.  Why  not  correct  the  date  somehow,  use  it,  with 
the  still  serviceable  obverse,  and  maybe  no  one  will  ever  know  the  difference? 

'"-.But  someone  did  note  the  difference  -  about  a  century  and  a  half  later.  Mr. 
George  FuRt©  1963  figured  out  what  they  did  and  explained  it  in  an  article  in  the  Token 
and  Medal  Society  Journal  in  December.  lie  noted  that  a  lead  splashing  in  the  Norwood 
collection,  bearing  the  wrong  date,  had  other  characteristics  which  differed  from  the 
original  (in  Boston),  but  matched  perfectly  with  this  piece  except  for  the  date.  He  noted 
that  they  merely  struck  a  D  over  the  old  M  and  added  a  new  M  to  the  left.  1276  became 
1776  with  two  strokes! 

THE  1ST  RESTRIKE 


So  we  now  have  the  first  restrike  with  this  unique  combination  of  character¬ 


istics: 


Correct  date. 

4  hooves  under  horse's  belly  (as  on  original). 

Periods  in  exerge  (as  on  original). 

Last  I^in  MARTI!  is  under  E  above  (instead  of  R). 

Q's  in  upper  legend  are  oval  (instead  of  round,  but  not  slim)  . 


All  this  must  have  occurred  before  about  1820,  says  Fuld  (1),  because  the 


French  began  marking  the  edges  of  their  medals  with  a  mintmark  and  CUIVRE  or 
ARGENT  about  this  time,  and  this  1st  restrike  has  a  plain  edge  as  had  the  original. 


Then  that  doggone  reverse  die  busted! 


THE  2ND  RESTRIKE 

The  poor  old  obverse  was  pitted  and  cracking  but  was  still  serviceable.  So, 
a  new  reverse  die  was  made.  And  it  was  made  different  in  these  three  important  respects: 


Only  3  legs  appear  under  the  horse's  belly. 

There  are  no  periods  in  the  exerge. 

The  last  I  in  MARTI!  is  under  R  (as  in  the  original). 


(1)  P  U6 


\SMV-  ’SH'S- 
1  S45  -,S)(cC 


I, 

l  k 
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The  edges  were  marked  with  a  mintmark  and  either  ARGENT  for  silver  or 
CUIVRE  for  bronze  (chocolate  bronze,  that  is.) 

These  pieces,  I  agree  with  Fuld,  should  be  called  state  1. 

But  those  die  pits  on  the  obverse  were  becoming  intolerable  so  the  dies  were 
reworked  and  the  pits  removed.  Now  the  resulting  medals  had  no  pit  marks  or  breaks  on 
either  obverse  or  reverse.  I  call  these  state  2. 

Then  a  bad  rim  break  occurred  on  the  reverse  over  the  letters  HOS  in 
HOST  [BUS  in  the  upper  legend.  So  there  were  no  mars  on  the  obverse,  but  the  break  on 
the  reverse-  I  call  it  state  3  (Fuld  slate  2). 

While  all  this  was  going  on,  another  development  occurred.  The  French  in¬ 
troduced  a  new  metal  called  golden  bronze  about  1890  (1)  and  these  dies  were  used  when 
they  were  in  states  2  and  3. 

To  my  knowledge,  only  silver  and  chocolate  bronze  were  used  when  the  dies 
were  in  state  1  (2),  silver  and  golden  bronze  in  state  2  (3),  and  golden  bronze  only  in 
state  3  (4) . 

3RD  RESTRIKE 


Meanwhile,  the  United  States,  taking  note  of  the  French  custom  of  selling 
medals  to  the  public,  decided  to  do  likewise.  In  1855  the  Director  of  the  Mint  was  auth¬ 
orized  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  do  so  (5).  The  only  trouble  was  he  didn't  have 
the  dies  for  the  early  ones,  including  the  Washington  Before  Boston  piece.  After  thinking 
it  over  for  six  years,  he  requested  (on  December  10,  1861)  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of 
France  (Mr.  W.  L.  Dayton)  to  obtain  them. 

Dayton  wrote  to  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  on  December  10th. 

He  passed  the  buck  to  an  aide  who,  a  month  later,  wrote  the  Minister  of  Finance,  who 
said  no,  the  Museum  of  the  Mint  could  not  part  with  the  dies  but  they  would  provide  medals 


(1)  Fuld  p  117. 

(2)  Fuld  and  Carnegie  Collections,  M9,  M10. 

(3)  Carnegie  Collection,  Mil,  M13. 

(4)  Carnegie  and  Mooney  Collections,  M14. 

(5)  Loubat  xxvii  and  xlvii 
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froin  them  for  a  price.  Back  through  the  diplomatic  chain  went  the  answer;  back  came  the 
request  for  20  copies.  Back  and  forth  went  the  jockying.  Finally,  four  bronze  copies 
(of  the  2nd  restrike,  state  2)  were  obtained. 

Using  a  gunmetal  transfer  process,  Messers.  George  Eckfcldt  and  R.  Jefferson 
of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  prepared  a  set  of  dies.  In  the  process,  much  of  the  detail  was 
lost  and  formerly  smooth  surfaces  were  now  rough.  And,  on  all  copies  and  photographs 
I  have  seen,  a  new  characteristic  dot  (die  pit)  is  raised  from  the  surface  of  the  field  about 
3-1/2  millimeters  above  the  center  of  the  reverse. 


Die  pit 


Only  chocolate  bronze  medals  were  struck  from  these  dies  which  in  about 
1890  became  useless,  says  Fuld.  These  pieces  of  course  have  plain  edges,  as  have  all 
from  the  U.  S.  Mint. 


4TH  RESTRIKE 


Well,  here  we  go  again.  New  dies  were  made  in  Philadelphia  in  about  1890 
and  the  chocolate  bronze  metal  was  continued  to  be  used  until  about  1900  when  golden  bronze 
was  introduced  at  the  U.  S.  Mint. 

These  reverse  dies  reinstated  the  four  hooves  and  periods,  put  the  I_back 
under  the  E  ,  and  utilized  an  entirely  new  set  of  letter  punches,  most  easily  seen  by  noting 
the  slimness  of  the  O  in  PRIMO. 

On  the  obverse,  the  top  of  the  line  DU  VIVIER  if  extended  to  the  left  would  be 
under  the  hair  curl  and  here,  also,  a  new  set  of  letter  punches  were  used,  most  easily 
seen  by  noting  the  spike  at  the  lower  right  corner  of  the  G's. 


These  are  the  large  medals  now  being  sold  by  the  U.  S.  Mint.  (The  smaller 
ones,  1-1/2  inches  in  diameter,  are  the ^th  restrikes). 
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5TI1  RESTRIKE 


Sometime  after  the  turn  of  the  century  -  Fuld  estimates  1910  -  the  French  made 
a  new  set  of  dies  and  struck  golden  bronze  medals  from  them.  The  edges  of  these  were 
marked  BRONZE  FRANCE  up  until  about  1930,  after  which  the  FRANCE  was  dropped  (1). 
About  19G0  silver  specimens  were  struck  and  they  were  edge  marked  ARGENT.  Ak..*  /94  7  A*er 

'Jp'fpe.J  the.  ARG£*T  ttAsi.V  vM  ;*cvrv/  A  *  wWe.. 

These  medals  caused  attributers  fits.  They  possessed  some,  but  not  all,  of 
the  characteristics  of  the  originals,  the  1st  restrikes,  and  the  2nd  restrikes. 

Here  is  the  unique  combination  of  characteristics  of  the  5th  restrike  reverses: 

4  hooves  under  the  horse's  belly.  (As  on  originals) 

No  periods  in  exerge.  (As  1st  restrike) 

I  under  R.  (As  1st  restrike) 

Oval  O  in  PRIMO.  (As  on  originals) 


And,  of  course,  the  edges  were  marked  as  explained  above.  (Originals  had 
no  edge  marking  and  1st  restrikes  had  no  FRANCE). 

SMALL  REPRODUCTIONS 


Here  there  may  be  criticism  for  calling  these  "restrikes"  since  they  are 
smaller  pieces  than  any  of  the  previous  medals.  However,  since  they  are  reductions  and 
for  the  most  part  contain  all  of  the  features  of  their  larger  brothers,  1  felt  they  should  be 
included  -  not  that  they  can  be  confused  with  the  larger  ones  -  but  because  they  can  be  con¬ 
fused  with  each  other!  For  example,  the  chocolate  bronze  was  struck  only  in  1901:  the 
lead  and  bronze  were  first  made  in  1973:  the  pewter  in  1974.  The  lead  wasn't  made  for 
circulation,  the  bronze  is  still  available  from  the  mint,  but  the  pewter  is  not  unless  bought 
as  part  of  a  set. 


The  first  small  reproduction  came  to  my  attention  when  I  noted  in  the  Numis¬ 
matist  of  March,  1920,  the  sentence  "Some  years  ago  small  reproductions  of  it  were 
distributed  to  Boston  school  children.  "  Nothing  more.  No  clue  as  to  how  many  years 
ago,  how  small,  by  whom  made.  /Local  inquiry  was  fruitless.  Then  Mr.  Dzinbek  sug-" 
Rested  I  inquire  in  Boston!  Again,  I  imposed  on  our  friend  Mr.  John  Adams  of  that  city' 
who,  within  a  few  davs./contnctedMi/  Ralph  Goldstone,  who  not  only  came  up  with  the 
piece,  but  donated  it  tqfTurther  this  study. 


Mr 


t:  /our,/  -/,  Se  /■■'SeS 


■A  Oc 


O  /■>'  +r 
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6TII  RESTRIKE 


While  the  obverse  does  not  show  the  portrait  of  Washington,  the  reverse  docs 


contain  most  of  the  elements  of  the  classic  piece,  even  though  the  relief  is  low.  It  is 
the  only  piece  l  know  of  that  is  dated  -  1901,  the  125th  anniversary  of  the  evacuation. 

It  is  also  the  only  piece  I've  found  that  was  privately  struck  -  by  the  Whitehead  and  Hoag 
Company  of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

The  obverse  shows  a  wreath  bracketing  six  lines  of  text:  SOUVENIR  125TH 
ANNIVERSARY  EVACUATION  DAY  BOSTON,  MASS.  1901. 


The  reverse  has: 

3  hooves  under  the  horse's  belly. 
Period  at  end  of  first  line. 

Two  dots  after  XVII. 

MARTII  is  misspelled  MARTN 


Slim  Oval  o 


7TH  RESTRIKE 


In  1973  the  U.  S.  Mint  started  on  a  miniature  medal  binge.  They  prepared  dies 


for  a  1-1/2  inch  Washington  Before  Boston  piece.  It  was  struck  in  lead  to  show  the  operation 
of  a  press,  and  was  offered  for  sale  to  the  public  in  golden  bronze.  The  next  year,  1974,  it 
was  struck  in  pewter  and  offered  to  the  public  as  part  of  a  set  of  2  (the  other  being  the  Gates 
medal). 


Some  collectors  have  howled  about  the  poor  medallic  quality  of  these  pieces  - 
particularly  the  pewter  issue. 
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THE  TRIAL  LIST 


Following  this  narration  Is  a  trial  list  of  the XI  varieties  of  this  medal  that 
I  have  found.  I  call  it  a  trial  list  because  I  do  not  consider  the  research  closed.  There  are 
still  some  puzzling  developments  that  need  to  be  explained. 


The  dates  of  change  need  to  be  better  defined. 


Chocolate  bronze  to  golden  bronze  in  France. 
$ame  in  the  U.  S. 

Edge  markings  of  the  Paris  Mint. 


Hallmarks  need  to  be  explained. 

Pieces  not  listed  here  should  be  included. 

Production  figures  should  be  identified  and  included. 


APPENDICES 


As  part  of  this  dissertation,  I've  included  a  number  of  appendices  which  I 
hope  will  be  informative  or  useful. 

The  probable  die  combinations  chart  follows  Fuld's  findings  fairly  close, 
differing  only  in  some  issue  dates,  the  introduction  of  another  state  of  the  2nd  restrike, 
the  inclusion  of  the  1901  piece,  and  the  addition  of  issues  since  his  article  in  1963. 

Significant  dates  relating  to  the  medals  are  important,  I  believe,  to  give  per¬ 
spective  to  the  developments  as  they  occurred. 

The  pedigrees  of  the  Washington  originals  is  intriguing  and  fascinating  and, 

I  believe,  the  first  time  they  have  been  charted. 

The  table  of  statistics  is  arranged  to  identify  the  sources  of  the  numbers. 

A  comparison  of  key  features  is  designed  to  aid  in  the  identification  of  indi¬ 
vidual  pieces. 

A  rarity  and  value  guide  is  where  I  stick  my  neck  out,  based  on  the  data  I 
have  been  able  to  examine. 

A  quick  reference  guide  is  the  last  page  of  the  paper,  placed  there  for  easy 
reference,  and  summarizing  the  development  of  the  medal  and  its  restrikes. 

And  finally,  a  section  on  myths  which  you  may  find  amusing  as  well  as  in¬ 
formative.  I  particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  last  one,  which  I  started  myself,  that 
all  varieties  are  undoubtedly  listed  herein. 
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THE  MAN  AND  HIS  MEDAL 


In  the  beginning,  I  mentioned  the  incongruity  of  the  present-day  lack  of  inter¬ 
est  in  the  man  and  his  medal.  It  wasn't  always  so,  I  quote  from  two  newspapers: 

From  the  Pittsburgh  Press,  January  16,  1976: 

"Around  the  time  of  George  Washington's  first  inaugural  a 
caricature  was  published  showing  the  first  president  riding 
on  a  donkey  being  led  by  his  aide,  David  Humphreys.  An 
accompanying  couplet  read: 

The  glorious  time  has  come  to  pass  (Article  by  R.  J.  Donovan 

When  David  shall  conduct  an  ass. "  and  Steve  Harvey) 

From  The  Portfolio,  London,  April  1879: 

"A  medal  voted  by  Congress  is  the  national  honour, 
which,  in  America  is  the  substitute  for  peerages 
and  orders  of  knighthood.  " 

How  ironic  that  the  sarcasm  came  from  America  and  the  praise  from  the 
former  enemy. 

What  did  Washington  himself  think  of  all  the  delays  in  the  production  of  his 
medal?  Among  his  papers  is  the  following  letter  to  Colonel  Humphreys: 

"My  Dear  Humphreys,  -  I  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  the  medal  which  was 
voted  for  me  by  Congress.  I  expected  it  was  to  have  remained  on  the  journals  of  that 
honorable  Body  as  a  dead  letter,  and  never  having  hinted,  -  so  I  never  intended  to  hint, 
my  knowledge  of  such  a  vote,  or  my  apprehension  of  the  effect  of  it,  to  any  one  in  power 
or  In  office.  G.  WASHINGTON 

"Mount  Vernon,  1st  September,  1785." 

He  hadn't  forgotten  even  nine  years  after  the  event. 

CONCLUSION 

It  is  hoped  that  this  research  will  spur  others  to  develop  an  interest  in  defining 
past  numismatic  occurances,  correcting  errors,  and  brushing  away  the  cobwebs  of  specu¬ 
lation. 


There  is  much  to  enjoy  in  such  an  endeavor  and  in  so  doing,  one  can  greatly 
assist  his  fellow  man  in  what  i  like  to  think  is  the  real  "Spirit  of  '76." 
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TRIAL  1.1  ST  Or  WASHINGTON  BEFORE  BOSTON  MEDALS 

Description  applicable  to  all: 

Obverse:  Profile  portrait  of  Washington,  facing  right,  from  the  Houdon  bust.  Circular  legend 
In  latin  reads:  GEORGIO  WASHINGTON  SVPREMO  DVCI  EXERCITVVM  ADSERTORI  LtDETATIS 
(George  Washington  supreme  commander  of  the  armies  and  cstablisher  of  liberty).  Beneath  the 
bust:  DU  VIVIER  (signature  of  the  engraver  Pierre  Simon  Duviver),  PARIS  (location  of  engraver), 
and  F.  (abbreviation  of  latin  word  "fecit",  made  it).  In  exerge:  COMITIA  AMERICANA  (Ameri¬ 
can  committee). 

Reverse:  Washington  and  four  aides  mounted  and  viewing  the  retreating  British  vessels.  City  in 
distance.  In  foreground  are  cannon  shot  and  two  cannon,  on  the  nearest  of  which  is  DUVIV.  To 
the  right,  part  of  a  fort.  Below  the  heights  are  troops  In  formation.  Circular  legend  in  latin 
HOSTIBUS  PRIMO  FUGATIS  (the  enemy  first  put  to  flight).  In  exerge:  BOSTONIUM  RECUPERA- 
TUM  (Boston  retaken),  and  the  date  in  latin  month  and  Roman  numerals. 


Ml  REJECTED  OBVERSE.  UNIFACE.  LEAD.  Quick  Reference  Guide:  1 

Line  between  bust  and  exerge  legend.  Fuld  reference:  Obv.  R 

TIA  in  COMITIA  are  high.  Photo:  Fuld,  plate  IV,  p.  126 

U's  used  in  upper  legend. 

Lowest  hair  points  downwards.  One  known.  Norweb  collection 

Based  on  a  guess  as  to  the  meaning  of  some  mirror-imaged  printing  adhering  to  the 
rough  plain  reverse,  Fuld  believes  that  this  die  was  destroyed.  (1.  116) 

This  die  must  have  been  made  after  May  7,  1786,  when  Jefferson  wrote  Humphreys 
that  he  would  proceed.  Probably  later  in  the  year. 

Pass / J  /  y 

M2  REJECTED  REVERSE.  UNIFACE.  LEAD. 

D  in  date  is  missing. 

B  in  BOSTONIUM  is  under  ankle  of  right 
rear  foot. 

M  in  BOSTONIUM  is  above  base  line. 

1st  line  ends  under  D  in  DUVIV.  on  cannon. 

X  in  2nd  line  is  under  NI  in  BOSTONIUM. 

MARTI  I  ends  under  E  above. 

M  in  date  is  under  I  above. 

4  hooves  appear  under  horse'sfujHtgfbelly. 

O's  in  upper  legend  are  almost  round. 

Gun  in  left  man's  hand  extends  to  rim. 

This  die  was  not  used  for  the  original  gold  medal  presented  to  the  General  (com¬ 
pare  with  original  reverse)  but  was  later  corrected  and  used  with  the  original 
obverse  for  the  first  restrike. 

Made  after  May  7,  1786,  when  Jefferson  wrote  Humphreys  that  he  would  proceed. 
Referred  to  in  Baker's  footnote  on  page  29. 


Quick  Reference  Guide:  A 

Fuld  reference:  Rev.  X 
Photo:  Fuld,  plate  IV,  p.  126 

One  known.  Norweb  collection 


OBVERSE.  UNIFACE.  LEAD. 


Quick  Reference  Guide-  2 


Same  as  M-4  obverse  below  except  that  there  are 
no  die  breaks  or  mars. 


May  have  been  a  die  trial  for  the  accepted  medal 
(1789)  or  may  have  been  made  after  about  1830 
when  die  breaks  were  removed,  and  about  1910 
when  the  second  used  obverse  die  was  made. 


Fuld  reference:  Obv.  shell  of 
die  I. 

Photo:  Fuld,  plate  IV,  p.  126 
One  known:  Fuld  collection 


ORIGINAL.  GOLD. 

Obv: 

No  line  between  bust  and  exerge  legend. 

TI  In  COMITIA  are  in  line. 

V's  used  in  upper  legend. 

Lowest  hair  is  curled  into  a  ball. 

Faint  die  mars  below  lowest  hair  and  below-  1st 
1st  G  is  low. 

P  in  PARIS  is  under  DU  of  DU  VIVTER  above. 


Quick  Reference  Guide:  2-B 

Fuld  reference:  I-A 
Photo:  The  Numismatist, 

March,  1920,  p.  99 
Unique.  Presented  to  retired 
E.  General  Washington. 

Presently  owned  by  City  of  Boston 
Located  at  Boston  Public  Library 


This  die  was  made  probably  about  178G-1789  after  the  first  obverse  (Ml)  w-as  rejected. 

It  was  also  used  with  the  reverse  B  described  below-  for  striking  the  silver  (M5)  and  choco¬ 
late  bronze  (MG)  original  specimens,  with  reverse  C  for  the  1st  restrikes  (M7  and  M8) 
with  reverse  D  for  the  2nd  restrikes  (M9  and  MIG).  The  die  mars  were  removed  and 
continued  with  reverse  D  to  produce  states  2  and  3  specimens  (Mil  M12  M13  Ml-S). 


Rev. 

4  legs  under  horse 'srafigerbellv. 

Left  man's  gun  extends  almost  to  rim. 

B  in  BOSTONIUM  is  under  the  hoof  of  the 
right  leg. 

T  &  M  of  BOSTONTUM  are  above  base  line. 

1st  line  ends  under  spacer  between  ball  and  D 
above. 

X  in  2nd  line  is  under  N  in  BOSTONIUM. 

MARTI  I  ends  under  R  above. 

M  in  date  is  under  XV  above. 

D  in  date  is  not  missing. 

Periods  after  Roman  numbers. 

O's  in  upper  legend  are  almost  round. 

This  die  was  made  about  1736-1789  after  the  first  reverse  (  M2)  was  rejected. 
It  failed  sometime  before  1820  because  it  was  replaced  with  reverse  C  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  1st  restrikes  (M7  and  xfo)  whose  edges  also  were  plain,  a  French 
practice  to  1820. 


Edge: 


Plain. 


Continued 


This  mdenl  was  presented  to  General  Washington  possibly  In  1786  but  probably  later 
because  (1)  it  was  May  7,  1786  before  Jefferson  advised  Humphreys  that  he  would 
proceed  -  3  months  after  Humphreys  had  set  It  up;  (2)  final  arrangements  had  yet  to 
be  made  with  DuVivler:  (3)  the  dies,  later  to  be  rejected,  had  to  be  prepared;  (4)  the 
rejection  undoubtedly  took  some  time;  (5)  new  dies  had  to  be  prepared;  (C)  communi¬ 
cations  in  those  days  seem  to  have  been  well  spaced;  (7)  final  approval  and  striking 
took  some  time;  and  (8)  transportation  took  time.  More  probably  in  about  1789. 

There  appears  to  be  no  record  of  the  date  or  circumstances  of  the  presentation.  The 
medal  was  found  in  the  general's  "iron  box”  after  his  death  in  1799. 


ORIGINAL.  SILVER.  Quick  Reference  Guide:  2-B 

From  same  dies  as  the  original,  M4  above.  Fuld  reference-  I-A 

Same  plain  edge.  Photos:  Fuld  plate  1,  1.  123 


Probably  struck  shortly  after  the  gold  original  and 
before  1820. 


Coin  World,  Apr.  5,  ’ 
Coin  World,  Aug.  22, 


The  Mass.  Historical  Societie's  specimen  is  the  one 
in  a  set  of  eleven  silver  medals  presented  to  General 
Washington  by  the  French  government. 


Po  vr 

-Two  known:  Mass.  Historical 


Society  tas 4  Fuld 
Collection,  -»*-  •" 


The  Fuld  specimen  is  from  a  collection  formed  in 
Lima,  Peru  and  sent  to  this  country  in  1961. 


Baker,  on  p.  28  says  that  four 
or  five  are  said  to  be  in  exis- 
tance  but  he  did  not  know  where 


ORIGINAL.  CHOCOLATE  BRONZE. 


Quick  Reference  Guide:  2-B 


From  same  dies  as  the  original,  M-4 
Same  plain  edge. 


Fuld  reference:  I-A 
Baker  #47,  r  29 


Probably  struck  shortly  after  the  gold  and  silver 
pieces  before  1820. 


i  -V 2 im¬ 
probably  6  or  6  specimens. 

Two  locations  known,  Fuld 
and  Norweb  collections. 


1ST  RESTRIKE.  LEAD. 

Obv: 

The  original  obverse,  M4,  but  the  die  mars  be¬ 
low  the  lowest  hair  and  the  1st  E  are  more 
pronounced. 


Quick  Reference  Guide:  2-C 


Fuld  reference:  I-B 
Photo:  Fuld,  plate  II,  p.  124. 
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M7  Continued 
Rev: 

The  rejected  reverse  M2,  after  the 
date  has  been  corrected  by  overcutting 
the  D  over  the  M  and  placing  the  new  M 
to  the  left  as  follows: 

M2  =  MCCI.XXVI 
M7  =  MDCCLXXVI 


The  following  three  characteristics  are 
common  to  the  rejected  reverse  and  the 
1st  restrike  and  to  no  other: 

1)  B_in  BOSTON1UM  is  under  the  ankle 
of  the  horse's  right  rear  foot. 

2)  The  first  period  is  much  smaller 
than  the  second. 

3)  The  last  period  is  under  the  right 
side  of  the  last  I  in  MARTEL 


Edge:  Plain. 


Two  locations  known;  Johns 
Hopkins  University  and  Fuld 
collections. 


This  medal  was  struck  after  the  original  reverse  die  failed  and  before  1820  because 
the  edge  is  plain,  a  French  practice  to  that  date. 


M8  1ST  RESTRIKE.  CHOCOLATE  BRONZE. 


Quick  Reference  Guide:  2-C 


From  same  dies  as  M7. 

Same  plain  edge. 

The  following  three  characteristics  are 

common  to  the  rejected  reverse  and  the 

1st  restrike  and  to  no  others: 

1)  B_in  BOSTONIUM  is  under  the  ankle 
of  the  horse's  right  rear  foot. 

2)  The  first  period  is  much  smaller  than 
the  second. 

3)  The  Inst  period  is  under  the  right  side 
of  the  last  I  in  MARTII. 


Fuld  reference:  I-B 
Photos:  Fuld,  plate  n,  p.  124. 

Raymond’s  Early  Medals 
of  Washington  #1. 

Coin  Collector's  Jour¬ 
nal,  Mar-Apr.  1944, 
p.  33. 

Fuld  knew  of  only  1  which  had 
been  in  the  Raymond  collection 
in  1858. 

Carnegie  Museum  in  Pittsburgh 

Pa.  has  one  -  badly  battered. 


This  medal  was  struck  after  the  original  reverse  die  failed  and  before  1820  because  the 
edge  is  plain,  a  French  practice  to  that  date. 
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THE  SECOND  RESTRIKES 

(3  hooves  beneath  horse's  belly  and  edge  marked  ARGENT,  CUIVRE  or  BRONZE) 


Guide  to  the  STATES  of  the  2nd  Restrikes 

Obverse 

Reverse 

(Pits  below 

(Break  over 

curl  and 

HOS  in 

1st  E) 

legend) 

State  1 

Pits 

No  break 

Silver 

M9 

Fuld  state  1,  PI  II 

- 

Choc.  Br. 

M10 

Carnegie  Coll. 

State  2 

No  pits 

No  break 

Silver 

Mil 

Carnegie  Coll. 

Cast 

M12 

Fuld  Cast,  PI  IV 

Golden  Br. 

M13 

Carnegie  Coll. 

State  3 

No  pits 

Break 

Golden  Br. 

M14 

Flud,  state  2,  PI  V 
Carnegie  Coll. 
Mooney  Coll. 

*  Golden  bronze  wasn't  used  until  about  1890 


M9  2ND  RESTRIKE.  STATE  1.  SILVER. 

Obv: 

The  original  obverse,  M4,  but  the  die  mars  below 
the  lowest  hair  and  the  1st  E  have  become  deep 
Pits. 

Rev: 

For  the  first  time,  only  3  legs  appear  be¬ 
neath  horse's  belly  and  there  are  no  periods 
in  the  exerge.  MARTI  I  ends  under  R  above. 
O's  in  upper  legend  are  oval. 


Quick  Reference  Guide:  2-D 

Fuld  reference:  I-C 
Baker  #48,  p.  29 
Raymond  #2. 

Photo:  Fuld,  plate  II,  p.  124 

Fuld  estimates  that  there  are 
probably  about  15  known  but  he 
knows  the  locations  of  only  4: 

A  NS.  Fuld.  Kagin,  and  Norweb. 


There  is  no  die  break  over  HOS. 


(This  includes  M9's  and  Mil's) 


Edge:  Paris  mintmark  and  ARGENT  incused. 


The  Paris  mint  began  edge  marking  in  about  1820,  but  there  dies  were  in  use  as  late 
as  cl890  when  the  French  golden  bronze  metal  was  introduced. 
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M10 


Mil 


M12 


2ND  RESTRtKE.  STATE  1.  CHOCOLATE  BRONZE. 


Obv: 

Same  as  the  above  (original  obv.  M4) 
Die  pits  below  lowest  hair  and  1st  E. 

Rev: 

Same  as  above: 

3  legs 
I  under  R 
No  periods 
O's  oval 

No  break  over  HOS 


Quick  Reference  Guide:  2-D 

Fuld  reference:  I-C 

Baker  #48,  p.  29 

Photo:  Fuld,  plate  fl,  p.  124 

Fuld  estimates  that  there  are 
over  100  in  existence. 

Carnegie  Museum  in  Pittsburgh 
Pa.  has  one  of  these  pieces 


Edge:  Paris  mintmark  and  CUTVRE  incused. 


The  Paris  mint  began  edge  marking  in  about  1820  and  introduced  a  golden  bronze  metal 
in  place  of  chocolate  bronze  in  about  1890.  Therefore,  these  pieces  must  have  been 
struck  between  these  periods. 


2ND  RESTRIKE.  STATE  2  SILVER. 

Obv: 

The  original  obverse,  M-4,  but  die  pits  have  now 
been  removed. 


Rev: 

Same  as  above: 

3  legs 
I  under  R 
No  periods 
O's  oval 

No  break  over  HOS 

Edge:  Paris  mintmark  and  ARGENT  incused. 


Quick  Reterence  Guide:  2  -D 

Fuld  reference:  None  (The  only 
state  2  reference  is  in  golden 
bronze).  This  is  not  Fuld 
state  2  (PI  V)  which  does  have 
the  reverse  break. 

Photo:  None 


Carnegie  Museum  in  Pittsburgh 
Pa.  has  one  of  these  pieces. 


The  Paris  mint  began  edge  marking  in  about  1820  but  these  dies  were  in  use  as  late 
as  C1890  when  the  golden  bronze  metal  was  introduced  in  France  (cl900  in  U.S. ). 


2ND  RESTRIKE.  STATE  2.  CAST  SILVER.  Quick  Reference  Guide:  2-D 

Obv.  and  Reverse  same  as  above  Mil.  (No  pits,  Fuld  reference:  I-C 

no  breaks). 


Edge: 


800,  Crowned  orb,  crown  incused. 


Photo:  Fuld,  plate  III  p.  125 


The  meaning  of  these  hallmarks,  ex-  Fuld  says  that  this  cast  is 

ccpt  for  the  800  fine,  is  unknown.  from  the  Raymond  collection. 


This  piece  was  cast  from  the  dies  or  a  mold  of  a  2nd  Restrike,  State  2,  piece  because  of 
the  absence  of  the  pits  on  the  obverse  and  absence  of  the  break  over  HOS  on  the  reverse. 
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Ml 3  2ND  RESTRIKE.  STATE  2.  GOLDEN  BRONZE 

Obv.  and  Reverse  same  as  Mil  (No  pits,  no  breaks). 

Edge:  Paris  mintmark  and  BRONZE  incused. 


The  use  of  the  word  BRONZE  instead 
of  CUIVRE  denotes  the  change  to 
golden  bronze. 


Quick  Reference  Guide:  2-D 
Fuld  reference:  I-G 
Photo:  None 

This  is  not  Fuld,  state  2, 

(PI  V)  which  does  have  the 
reverse  break. 

Carnegie  Museum  In  Pittsburgh 
Pa.  has  one  of  these  pieces. 


The  Paris  mint  introduced  the  golden  bronze  metal  in  about  1890. 


M14  2ND  RE  STRIKE.  STATE  3.  GOLDEN  BRONZE 
Obv: 

The  original  obverse,  M-4,  no  die  pits. 

Rev: 

Same  as  M9  but  there  is  now  a  large  die 
break  over  HOS  in  HOSTEBUS 

Edge:  Paris  mintmark  and  BRONZE  incused. 


Quick  Reference  Guide:  2-D 

Fuld  reference:  I-G 
Photo:  Fuld,  pi  V,  p.  127 

Fuld  designates  this  as  state 
2  since  he  has  no  state  3  and 
estimates  that  only  a  few  were 
struck  (p  117). 


The  use  of  BRONZE  denotes  golden 
bronze. 


There  are  specimens  in  the 

Cernigie  and  Mooney  collections. 
Cm •  S 


The  Paris  mint  introduced  the  golden  bronze  metal  in  about  1890,  and  if  only  a  few  were 
struck  because  of  the  reverse  die  break,  it  must  have  been  struck  about  that  time. 


Ml 5  3RD  RESTRIKE.  CHOCOLATE  BRONZE  ONLY. 
(1ST  U.  S.  RE  STRIKE) 

Obv: 

Same  as  Mil  (no  pits  under  curl  or  1st  E) 
but  a  dot  (tiny  die  pit)  now  appears  in  field 
3mm  below  G  in  WASHINGTON. 


Quick  Reference  Guide:  3-E 


Fuld  reference:  n  -  D 

Baker  #49,  p  30 

Photo:  Fuld,  plate  n,  p.  124 


Rev: 


Same  as  Mil  ( 3  legs  ,  I  under  R,  no  periods, 

O's  oval  -  no  break  over  HOS  -  see  below) 
but  die  pits  in  field  as  follows: 

1mm  lines  from  left  soldier's  right  shoulders 
and  right  of  the  leg  of  R  in  PRIMO.  Dots 
at  left  soldier's  chin  ,  before  P  in  PRIMP, 
beneath  I  in  FUGATtS 
and 

3-1/2  mm  above  center  point  of  medal. 

The  breaks  from  the  rim  to  practically  all  letters 
in  the  upper  legend  should  not  be  confused  with 
breaks  over  HOS  which  are  particularly  heavy 
over  the  O. 


Fuld  says  that  undoubtedly 
there  were  several  hundred 
struck. 

Specimens  exist  in  the 
Carnegie  and  Mooney 
collections 


Edge: 


Plain,  or  are  all  from  the  U.S.  Mint 
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M15  Continued  ^irx.ct^3  <^C-‘*vb?Q5> 

"SM^a.  \r\  P\R^ 

These  dies  were  made  by  the  U.  S.  mint  In  about  18G2  using  a  French  2nd  rcstrike, 
state  2,  medal  as  a  pattern.  A  gun  metal  transfer  process  was  used  so  some  of 
the  original  detail  was  lost.  It  must  have  been  a  state  2  because  there  are  no  pits 
under  the  hair  or  1st  E  and  there  was  no  break  over  IIOS.  These  dies  were  superceded 
before  about  1900  when  golden  bronze  was  introduced  by  the  U.S.  mint  (C1890  in 
France)  (  Fuld  estimates  cl860  to  cl890. ) 

Ml 6  4TH  RESTRfKE .  CHOCOLATE  BRONZE 

(2ND  U.S.  RESTRIKE) 

Obv: 

The  only  obverse  of  the  large  medals  which  has: 

G  bottoms  spiked 

G  is  not  low 

In  DUVIVrER  only  the  R  is  high 

Top  of  the  line  DUVIVIER  would  extend  below  curl. 

P  in  Paris  is  under  U  above. 

The  period  after  PARIS  is  lower  than  the  one  after  F. 

The  C  in  COMITIA  is  not  low. 

Tops  of  A 's  in  exerge  are  not  curved. 

Rev: 

4  hooves  under  horse's  belly 
Periods  after  Roman  numbers  in  exerge. 

MARTI  I  ends  under  E  above 
O's  in  upper  legend  are  slim  (center  lines 
parallel) 

Gun  in  left  man's  hand  extends  to  rim 
Left  man's  qu^*e  is  short  (cl mm) 

Left  man's  hat  front  if  extended  upward  would 
strike  the  side  of  the  H  in  HOSTIBUS. 

Raised  foot  of  Washington's  horse  is  shoed. 

Flag  nearest  the  water  is  vertical 
DU  VrV.  on  cannon  is  even 
B  in  BOSTONIUM  is  under  left  rear  hoof. 

1st  line  ends  under  I  above 
X  in  XVII  is  under  NI  above 

Edge:  Plain,  as  are  all  from  the  U.S.  mint 

These  are  the  second  dies  made  by  the  U.  S  mint  and  apparently  were  made  before 
about  1900  when  the  golden  bronze  metal  was  introduced  Fuld  estimates  cl890. 


Quick  Reference  Guide  4-F 


Fuld  reference:  III-E 

Not  Baker  #49  footnote  p.  30 
or  mint  list  #401  p.  1G1 
because  they  refer  to  current 
issues  in  golden  bronze. 

Photo-  Fuld,  plate  in,  p  125 
Specimen  is  in  Mooney  col¬ 
lection. 


M17  4TH  RESTRIKE.  GOLDEN  BRONZE. 

(2ND  U.  S.  RESTRIKE) 

Obverse,  reverse,  and  edge  as  MIG  above. 


These  are  the  dies  and  metal  from  which  current 
Issues  of  the  U.  S.  Mint  are  made.  They  date, 
in  this  metal,  from  about  1900  to  the  present. 


Quick  Reference  Guide:  4-F 

Fuld  reference:  IH-E 
Baker  #49  footnote,  p.  30. 

U.  S.  Mint  List:  #401,  p.  161 

Photos:  Fuld,  plate  in,  p.  125. 
Baker  reprint  plate. 

U.  S.  Mint  list,  p.  161. 
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M18  5TH  RESTRIKE.  GOLDEN  BRONZE.  TYPE  I.  Quick  Reference  Guide:  5-G 

(FRENCH) 

Obv: 

All  seem  have  a  die  pit  beneath  the  last  I  In 
LIBERITATIS.  Otherwise  same  as  2nd  re¬ 
strike  state  3.  This  could  be  a  new  working 
die  made  from  an  original  master  hub. 

Rev: 

4  hooves  under  horse's  belly 
No  periods  after  Roman  numbers  in  exerge 
MARTI  I_ends  under  R  above 
O's  in  upper  legend  are  Oval  (not  round  or 
slim) 

Gun  in  left  man's  hand  extends  half  way  to  rim 
Left  man's  hat  front  if  extended  upward  would 
strike  the  bottom  of  the  H  in  HOSTIBUS. 

X  in  XVII  is  under  N  above 

Edge:  Paris  mintmark,  BRONZE,  and  in 

smaller  letters,  FRANCE 

Fuld  assumes  that  the  word  FRANCE 
was  used  to  about  1930  but  does  not 
suggest  when  it  started. 

Fuld  presumes  these  dies  were  made  about  1910  and  used  until  about  1930  but  gives 
no  reason. 


Fuld  reference:  IV-F 
Baker  #48,  p.  30 

Photo:  Fuld,  plate  III,  p.  125. 


Ml 9  5TH  RESTRIKE.  GOLDEN  BRONZE.  TYPE  2  Quick  Reference  Guide:  5-G 

(FRENCH) 

Obverse  and  reverse  same  as  above.  Fuld  reference:  IV-F 


MZtf 


2! 


Edge:  Paris  mintmark  and  BRONZE 

(NO  FRANCE)  Photo:  Fuld,  plate  III,  p.  125 

Baker  reprint  plate 

Fuld  assumes  that  after  1930 
only  the  mintmark  and  BRONZE 
is  used  but  gives  no  reason. 

5TH  RESTRIKE.  SILVER.  (FRENCH)  Quick  Reference  Guide:  5-G 


Obverse  and  reverse  same  as  Ml 8  and  Ml 9 

Edge:  Paris  mintmark  and  ARGENT 

Fuld  states  that  about  I960  these  specimens  were  struck 
from  the  dies  made  in  about  1910. 


Fuld  reference:  IV-F 
Baker  #48,  p.  30 

Photo:  Fuld,  plate  ITI,  p.  125 

Fuld  gives  these  an  R-7 


fit  id  f>F  :  T  Itlr  F.  Cl  OLDk  *  ZSJVZ-C  ypf  j 

Okree/e  ,-fi  /f  a~J /f  txee ^  ^  •  c •  + 

h  k  t  e  -  e  i/  e/ 

fie  re  rre~  s*  ~e  er  re  e,  M  / i  *9 

os  /*  ,<f 


-21- 
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Obv: 

Within  a  dcntlcled  rim,  a  wreath  open  at  the  top 
and  bracketing  the  following  in  six  lines: 
SOUVENIR  125TII  ANNIVERSARY  EVACUATION 
DAY  BOSTON,  MASS.  1901.  In  small  letters 
beneath  wreath:  W.  &  H.  CO.  NEWARK.  N.J. 


REDUCED  SIZE.  CHOCOLATE  BRONZE. 


In  1901  on  the  occasion  of 
the  125th  anniversary  of  the 
evacuation,  this  piece  was 
given  to  Boston  school 
children. 


It  was  referred  to  in  the 
Numismatist,  March  1920, 

p  101. 


While  this  obverse  does  not  contain  Washington's 
portrait,  it  does  refer  to  the  seige. 


Mooney  collection  ex  Ralph 
Goldstone 


Rev: 


3  legs  under  horse's  belly. 

In  exerge  there  is  a  period 
after  the  first  line,  two  periods 
after  XVII,  and  no  period  at 
the  end. 

MARTII  is  spelled  MARTN. 

In  the  scene  the  harbor  and  the 
town  are  shaped  differently  and 
the  ships  are  located  differently. 

The  two  cannons  are  perfectly 
horizontal  instead  of  angling  up¬ 
ward  to  the  left. 

DU  VIV.  does  not  appear  on  the  cannon. 

The  left  group  of  soldiers  in  the  dis¬ 
tance  carry  no  standards. 

The  upper  legend  is  1-1/2  mm  from 
the  rim. 

In  PREMO  the  M  is  larger  than  the 
other  letters. 

Washington's  coat  tail  is  not  pleated. 

The  raised  foot  of  the  horse  is  shod. 

Washington's  finger  points  straight  out 
instead  of  down. 

There  are  three  buttons  on  Washington's 
coat. 

Edge:  Plain. 

These  dies  were  prepared  and  the  medals  struck  by  the  Whitehead  and  Hoag  Company 
of  Newark,  New  Jersey.  They  are  the  only  known  examples  of  a  private  (non -govern¬ 
ment)  issue.  They  arc  1-1/2  inch  (38.2  mm)  in  diameter  and  3/32  inch  (2.2  mm)  thick. 

ri  li  ft  <?.-Vr  ■  r/^fr 


Oh*,  o  'fJ  fu*.*  /<f  .t, 

E  A  1  e  **  •  *  *■  -  V  /  r*  m  -  ^  a  -  J  /  7  {  A/o  A ‘  i/T* 
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Mai  REDUCED  SIZE.  LEAD.  OJ.  S.  1-1/2  INCH) 

■L'4 

Obv: 

In  the  upper  legend  the  G's  have  spiked  bottoms. 
The  1st  G  is  not  low. 

In  DUVrViER  only  the  R  is  high. 

The  line  top  if  extended  would  be  below  curl. 

P  in  PARIS  is  under  U  above. 

C  in  COMITLA  is  not  low. 

Tops  of  A 's  in  exerge  are  not  curved. 

These  are  the  same  characteristics  as  those  of  the 
4th  (U.  S. )  restrike  (MIG)  of  the  large  model,  but 
there  are  differences  as  follows: 

In  the  line  PARIS  F.  there  is  only  one  period. 

In  AMERICA  the  E  is  not  low. 

Much  detail  was  lost  in  the  reduction. 


Not  intended  for  circulation. 


In  August  (23-27)  1973,  the  U.  S. 
Mint  exhibited  in  Boston  a 
replica  of  the  nation's  first 
coin  press  and  used  lead  blanks 
and  these  dies  to  show  the  oper¬ 
ation  of  the  press. 


Rev: 

3  legs  under  horse's  belly. 

In  exerge  T  &  M  are  not  above  base. 

O's  in  upper  legend  are  slim  ovals. 

Much  detail  was  lost  in  the  reduction. 

Otherwise  the  characteristics  are  much 
the  same  as  the  4th  (U.S. )  restrike  (M16). 

Edge:  Plain,  as  are  all  from  the  U.  S.  Mint. 

These  dies  were  prepared  by  use  of  a  Leinhard  transfer  and  engraving  machine  using  the 
4th  restrike  (U.  S. )  as  a  model  and  making  the  changes  noted  above. 

M?6  REDUCED  SIZE,  GOLDEN  BRONZE.  Placed  on  sale  for  the  first 

l—  time  in  Boston,  August  23, 

Same  obverse,  reverse  and  edge  as  M21  above.  1973  by  the  U.  S.  Mint. 

At  this  writing,  these  are  still  available  from  the 
U.  S.  Mint. 


M24  REDUCED  SIZE.  PEWTER. 

•-  C* 

Same  obverse,  reverse  and  edge  as  M21  above  but 
an  additional  antiquing  (darkening)  and  brushing 
(lightening)  finish  has  been  used. 

The  antiquing  and  brushing  have  obliterated  even 
more  detail  than  did  the  reduction  process. 


Placed  on  sale  for  the  first 
time  in  1974  as  one  of  the 
first  set  of  two  in  the  U.  S. 
Mint's  "America's  First 
Medals"  series.  (The  other 
was  Gates). 
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WASHINGTON  BEFORE  BOSTON  MF.DAL  Note:  Letters  and  numbers  outside 

- p„nnAnl,E  dik  COM  HI  NATIONS  circles  are  Fuld  references. 


OBVERSES  (Shaded  =  French)  REVERSES 

(Clear  =  U.  S.  ) 


EDGES 


Line  between 
bust  and 
exerge.  U's 
in  legend. 

Faint  die  mars 
below  lowest 
hair  and  be¬ 
low  1st  E. 


Mars  are  now 
more  pro¬ 
nounced 


State  1: 

Mars  have 
become  Pits. 

States  2  &  3, 
Pits  removed 


New  dot  below 
G  in  WASHING¬ 
TON 


Top  of  line  DU 
VI VIE R  is  be¬ 
low  hair.  G 
bottoms  spiked. 


G  bottoms 
rounded. 


No 

Portrait. 
Text  in 
wreath. 


G  bottoms 
spiked. 


D^  In  date 
is  missing. 


►  Plain  edge 


HOOVES 


c  1820  -  c  1900 
2nd  RESTRIKE 
Silver,  Choc.  Br.  to 
c  1890,  Golden  Br. 
after  c  1890. 

I 

i  Copy  (state  2)  touched  up 


cl862  -  C1890 
3rd  RESTRIKE 
(1st  U.  S. ) 
Choc.  Br.  only 


(No  periods) 

(I  under  R) 

(Oval  O  in  PRIMP) 

states  1  &  2,  No 
break  over  HOS 


(No  periods) 

(I  under  R) 

(Oval  O  in  PRIMO) 
(Dot  near  center) 


Edge  marked: 

A RGENT.'l  before 
CUIVRE,  J  cl  890 
BRONZE 


Plain  edge 


HOOVES 


(£> 


cl890  -  present 
•1th  RESTRIKE 
(2nd  U.S.) 
Choc.  Br.  to  1900 

III  Golden  Br.  after 

cl910  -  present 
5th  RESTRIKE 
Silver  c  1900, 

IV  Golden  Br. 

1901 

6th  RESTRIKE 

1-1/2  inch  size 
chocolate  bronze 

1973-1974 
7th  RESTRIKE 


Periods 

I  under  E 
Slim  O  in  PRIMO 


<s) 

<D 


No  periods 

I  under  R 
Oval  O  in  PRIMO 


MARTH 

Spelled 

MARTN 


Plain  edge. 


ARGENT 

or  far.d 
BRONZE  -(FRANCE 


(to  1930 


HOOVES 


Lead:  1973 
Golden  Br.  :  1973  -pres. 
Pewter:  1974  -  pres. 


Periods. 

I  under  E. 


Plain  edge 


Plain  edge. 


y  3 

HOOVES 


GM  12-23-75 


24 
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SIGNIFICANT  DATES  RELATING  TO  THE 
WASHINGTON  BEFORE  BOSTON  MEDALS 


177G 


1781 

1783 


Washington  advises  Congress  enemy  evacuated  on  17th. 
(March  19th) 

Congress  authorizes  medal,  appoints  a  committee. 
(March  25th) 

Hancock  writes  Washington.  Congratulations.  Medal 
coming.  (April  2nd) 

Adams  writes  Washington.  What  would  be  proper? 
(April  2nd) 

Washington  asnwers.  Whatever  committee  decides  will 
be  fine.  (April  15th) 

War  ended  with  Cornwallis'  surrender.  (October  19th) 


Loubat  p  4;  AJN  p  27 
Loubat  p  3 
Loubat  p  5 
Loubat  p  5 
Loubat  p  5 

Loubat  p  43 


Washington  resigned  his  commission  (December  23rd).  Mint  list  p  163 
Returned  to  Mt.  Vernon  for  4  years. 


1784  CoL  Humphreys  sailed  for  France  (July  15th).  Told  to  AJN  35  p  59 
get  medals  made. 

Humphreys  arrived  in  Paris  (September).  Secretary  AJN  35  p  59 
to  Franklin,  Adams  and  Jefferson.  (Embassy 
of  America). 


1785 


Humphreys  writes  Royal  Academy  (March  14th),  asking 
advice  &  says  Lafayette  translated  this  letter 
for  him. 

Humphreys  writes  Pres,  of  Congress  (March  18th)  re¬ 
porting  action. 

Academy  postponed  consideration  for  a  week 
(April  8th). 

Academy  considered  and  asked  members  for 
suggestions  (April  19th). 

Academy  appointed  a  committee  of  four  (April  22nd). 

Academy  considered  committee's  recommendation 
(April  26th). 

Franklin  suggests  medals  be  money  (May  10th). 

Academy  changed  wording  (May  13th). 

Academy  provided  poor  design  and  bad  latin  (date 
unknown). 

Humphreys  writes  Washington  he  has  obtained  design 
(May). 

Washington  answers.  Thought  issue  was  dead. 
(September  1st) 

Houdon  visits  Mt.  Vernon.  Makes  cast.  (October) 


Loubat  xiii 

Loubat  xii 

Loubat  xxviii 

Loubat  xxviii 

Loubat  xxxix 
Loubat  xxxix 

Loubat  xv 
Loubat  xxxix 
AJN  36  p  72 

Loubat  p  6 

AJN  35  p  59 

Baker  p  27 
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1786 


Houdon  returns  to  France.  (January) 

Humphreys  leaves  Paris  for  America  via  London. 

(Date  unknown) 

Humphreys  writes  Jefferson  from  London.  Recommends 
Duvtvier.  (January  30th) 

Humphreys  visits  Washington  at  Mt.  Vernon.  (April) 
Jefferson  tells  Humphreys  he  will  finish  project.  (May  7) 


Baker  p  27 
A  JN  36  p  73 

Loubat  p  6;  AJN  p  74 

AJN  36  p  73 
Loubat  p  7 


(Fuld  says  ’’Undoubtedly  the  ...  medal  was  struck  in  ) 
(  gold  in  1786. "  ) 

(Baker  says  "The  dies  for  the  medal  . . .  were  execu-  ) 

(  ted  in  Paris  in  1786. "  ) 

(Arnold  says  ". . .  the  completion  of  Washington's  medal) 
(  in  1789. "  ) 

(  and  "It  was  finished  in  the  spring  of  1789. . .  "  ) 

(  and  "In  the  summer  of  1789  it  was  on  exhibi-  ) 

(  tion"  in  Paris.  ) 

(Loubat  says,  referring  to  the  exhibition  in  1789,  ) 

(  "These  three  medals  are  for  the  United  States  ) 

(  of  America".  ) 

(It  seems  highly  unlikely  that  the  original  was  struck  ) 
(  in  1786  because  Jefferson  would  have  had  only  ) 

(  8  months  for  contract  with  Duvivier,  prepara-  ) 

(  tion  of  dies,  submission  for  approval,  rejection,) 

(  renegotiation,  preparation  of  new  dies,  resub-  ) 

(  mission,  approval,  and  striking.  ) 

(Pond  says  "between  1786  and  1789".  ) 


Fuld  p  117 

Baker  p  27 

AJN  36  p  73 

AJN  36  p  74 

AJN  36  p  74;  Loubat  xi 

Loubat  xlvii 


CCJ  March-April  1944  p  34 


1787  Washington  returned  to  public  life  as  Pres,  of  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  Conv. 


1789 


1797 


Gold  medal  was  finished  (spring)  and  on  exhibition  in 
Paris  (summer) 

French  domestic  troubles  reduced  interest. 

Washington  was  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 

Washington  retired  to  Mt.  Vernon.  (March) 


AJN  36  p  74;  Loubat  xi 

Loubat  xlvii 

Pond  CCU  1944  p  33 

/7?  O  &  a  eJ  J  -  J  ’  ■ 

-  j  — *  -  -  '« 


1799  Washington  died.  (December  14th)  •  Loubat  p  3 

His  will  read  "In  the  Iron  Chest  .. .  11  medals."  Also  Pond  CCJ  1944  p  33 
in  "the  iron  chest". . .  a  gold  medal.  (#50  and 
#150) 


1802  Eleven  silver  medals  sold  by  private  auction  to  Robert  Pond  CCJ  1944  p  33 
Loins.  (July  21st) 

Gold  medal  went  to  George  Steptoe  Washington,  ano¬ 
ther  nephew. 


The  N  1920 


1819 

1820 

1824 

or  5 

1830 

1831 

1848 

1852 

1854 

1855 

1860 

1861 
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Duvivier,  engraver  of  the  dies,  died.  (June  10th) 

Loubat  p  2 

French  began  marking  edges  of  medals.  (Says  Fuld) 

Fuld  p  116 

(Therefore,  the  original  reverse  broke  and  the  first  ) 
(restrike,  which  had  a  plain  edge,  must  have  been  ) 

(made  before  1820.  ) 

Daniel  Webster  bought  the  11  silver  medals  from  pawn 
broker  who  had  received  them  from  Robert 

Lewis'  son. 

Pond  CCJ  1944  p  33 

The  second  restrike  was  possibly  made  about  this  year. 

Fuld  says  "probably"  but  gives  no  reason. 

About  this  vear  a  silver  cast  of  the  second  restrike  was 
made. 

Fuld  p  117 

Fuld  p  118;  pi  in  p  125 

Gold  medal  became  property  of  Steptoe  Washington's 
son's  widow. 

The  N.  March  1920 

Thomas  Wyatt  illustrated  second  restrike  in  "Memories 
of  the  Generals,  Commodores  and  Other 
Commanders". 

Plate  II.  Dover  M  is 
apparent. 

Daniel  Webster  (see  1824)  died. 


Wyatt,  in  pamphlet  "National  Medals  of  America"  says 
". . .  the  French  Government  presented  a  series 
in  silver  to  General  Washington". 

AJN 9  p  29 

Dir.  of  U.  S.  Mint  authorized  to  strike  medals  from  ori- 
dies. 

Loubat  xxvii 

Fuld  says  third  restrike  was  made  about  this  year. 

(Very  unlikely.  See  next  items) 

Fuld  p  117 

Dir.  of  U.  S.  Mint,  James  Pollock,  asks  U.  S.  Minis¬ 
ter  to  France  to  see  if  French  dies  could  be 
obtained.  (November  22nd) 

Minister  Dayton  asks  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  for 
dies  or,  if  not,  copies  of  medals  from  them. 
(December  10th) 

J.  R.  Snowden  illustrated  the  second  restrike  in  "A 
Description  of  the  Medals  of  Washington". 

Loubat  xxviii,  xlvii 

Loubat  xlviii 

Plate  IV,  No.  3 

Plate  IV,  No.  3 


28 


18G2 


1870 


1873 


1874 


1875 


1876 


French  Minister  advises  U.  S.  Minister  that  they  cannot 
part  with  the  dies.  (January  17th) 

U.  S.  Minister  requests  20  copies.  (January  23rd) 

Bronze  copies  were  obtained.  (Date  unknown) 

George  Ekfeldt  and  R.  Jefferson  of  the  Philadelphia 
mint  cut  new  dies.  Third  restrike.  First 
U.  S. 

The  Due  dc  Loubat  started  his  studies.  (See  1878) 

Gold  original  appeared  in  the  L.  Montgomery  Bond 
auction  by  Leavitt,  Strebeigh  &  Co.  as  lot 
#1404.  It  did  not  sell  at  the  reserve  price 
of  $4,  000.  (May  3rd) 

The  set  of  11  silver  medals  presented  to  Washington, 
including  this  one,  was  shown  to  the  Boston 
Numismatic  Society  by  Mr.  George  W.  Pratt 
through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Peter  Harvey. 

(July) 

Wm.  S.  Appleton,  Cabinet  Keeper  of  the  Mass.  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  writes  first  of  a  series  of  articles. 
He  says,  "The  original  in  gold  . . .  has  lately 
been  for  sale  at  a  high  price;  a  silver  impression 
...  is  now  the  property  of  the  Webster  Club  of 
Boston.  (July) 

Eleven  silver  medals  presented  (April  16th)  to  Mass. 
Hist.  Soc.  by  Mr.  Peter  Harvey  who  obtained 
them  on  Webster's  death. 

A  member  of  the  Washington  family  residing  in  Texas 
proposed,  in  a  letter  to  Mayor  Cobb  of  Boston, 
that  the  gold  medal  be  purchased  by  the  city  from 
the  owner,  Mrs.  Ann  Bull  Washington. 

(December  6th) 

Subscription  list  circulated  (December)  to  obtain  funds 
to  purchase  gold  medal. 

The  gold  medal  owner's  father.  Rev.  Dr.  John  B. 
Clemson  of  Claymont,  Del. ,  in  a  letter  to 
John  C.  Park  of  Boston,  says  that  Governor 
Andrew  had  verbally  purchased  it  but  his  death 
precluded  the  sale.  (February  22nd) 

Mayor  Cobb  of  Boston  announced  (March  20th)  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  gold  medal  to  be  preserved  in  the 
Boston  Public  Library.  Baker,  p  28,  says  the 
purchase  price  was  $5,000.00. 


Loubat  xllx 

Loubat  1 
Loubat  xxviii 
Loubat  xxviii 


Loubat  afterleaf 
See  catalogue 


AJN  9  p  8,9 


A  JN  7  p  73 


Pond  p  33;  AJN  9  p  8,  27 


"Celebration  of  the 
Centennial  Anniversary’ 
of  the  Evacuation  of  Boston 
by  the  British  Army  ..." 
(Boston,  1876,  pp  25-28) 
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1878  Dr.  J.  F.  I.oubat  privately  published  In  New  York,  his 
monumental  work  "The  Medatlic  History  of  the 
United  States  of  America  177G  -  1876"  including 
etchings  by  Jules  Jacquemart,  printed  in  Paris, 
illustrates  on  Plate  I  a  second  restrike. 

1880  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  contained  an  article, 
"The  Washington  Evacuation  Medal"  (July)  in¬ 
cluding  a  poor  facsimilie. 

1882  The  Charles  I  Bushnell  Sale  catalogue  by  Chapman  in 
Philadelphia  shows  a  photograph  of  the  obverse 
only. 

E.  B.  Johnson  wrote  "Original  Portraits  of  Washington" 
and  illustrated  the  second  restrike. 

1885  Baker,  W.  S.  issued  "The  Medallic  Portraits  of  Wash¬ 
ington"  using  data  through  1883. 

1890  The  fourth  rcstrike,  second  U.  S. ,  was  possibly  struck 
about  this  time  because  some  were  made  in 
chocolate  bronze,  the  metal  used  in  the  U.  S. 
to  about  1900. 

French  mint  introduced  "Golden  Bronze"  about  this  year 
and  marked  edges  BRONZE.  Some  second  re¬ 
strikes  were  made  in  it. 

1894  C.  W.  Betts  wrote  "American  Colonial  History  Illustra¬ 
ted  by  Cpntemporary  Medals. " 

1900  U.  S.  Mint  introduced  "Golden  Bronze"  about  this  year 
(about  10  years  after  the  French). 

H.  P.  Arnold  wrote  "The  Evolution  of  the  Boston  Wash¬ 
ington  Medal". 


1901  125th  anniversary  of  the  evacuation.  Small  reproduction, 
issued  to  Boston  school  children. 

Arnold's  article,  above,  reprinted  in  part,  in  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics.  35  p  59. 

1902  Arnold's  article  above,  second  part  reprinted  in  Ameri¬ 

can  Journal  of  Numismatics.  36  p  72. 

1910  The  fifth  restrike  (French)  was  possibly  struck  about  this 
time  says  Fuld  but  he  gives  no  reasons.  Edges 
were  marked  BRONZE  -  FRANCE  until  1930  he 


Carnegie  Museum  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.  has  an  original 
copy  signed  by  Due  de 
Loubat. 

Fuld  p  121 

Fuld  p  121 

Plate  XXXII  p  236 

Baker  reprint.  Introduction 
by  Fuld. 

Fuld  p  118 

Fuld  p  117 

Fuld  p  122  and  Pond  p  35 

Fuld  p  118 

Privately  printed  in  Boston. 
Fuld  p  122 

An  excellent  article. 

Fuld  p  117 


assumes. 
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1919 

1920 


1930 

1941 

1944 

1957 

1960 

1961 


Bulletin  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  gives  a  history  of 
the  gold  medal  with  Illustration.  (October- 
December) 

The  Numismatist  reprints  the  above  Bulletin,  gives  an 
illustration  (not  mentioned  by  Fuld)  and  adds 
current  comment:  "Some  years  ago  small  re¬ 
productions  of  it  were  distributed  to  Boston 
school  children”.  (March) 

(I  have  been  unable  to  locate  a  specimen  or  a  ) 
(photograph.  This  may  be  the  "Small  medal  ) 
(published  at  Philadelphia  about  the  year  1859. .  ) 
(the  work  of  Robert  Lovett. .  "mentioned  by  ) 
(Baker.  If  so,  it  is  not  comparable  in  design.  ) 

France  abandoned  the  additional  word  FRANCE  on  their 
edge  markings,  says  Fuld. 

Wayte  Raymond  issued  "Early  Medals  of  Washington" 
in  which  was  illustrated  a  first  restrike 
mistakenly  labeled  an  original. 

About  this  year  a  gold  specimen  was  offered  for  sale  to 
Stacks  of  New  York  by  a  group  of  gypsies. 

A  reputable  French  dealer  told  Fuld  that  a  gold  specimen 
is  in  a  private  collection  in  France. 

Pond  wrote  "The  Case  of  Washington's  Medals  in  the 
Cabinet  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Socie¬ 
ty".  (March  -  April)  He  was  the  Curator. 

Paul  Magriel's  article  "American  Icons:  George 
Washington  Medals"  in  Antiques  Magazine 
(February)  illustrated  the  fourth  restrike. 

Specimens  of  the  fifth  restrike  (French)  were  sold  in 
Europe  about  this  year  and  Fuld  attributes  a 
rarity  of  7  to  them.  They  were  also  offered 
for  sale  in  the  U.  S.  as  originals  at  $35.00  ea. 

An  old  collection  farmed  in  Lima,  Peru,  and  containing 
a  silver  original,  was  sent  to  this  country.  Fuld 
obtained  it. 


Lindsay  Smith,  Editor. 

TheN.  1920  pp  99-101 


Fuld  p  117 

Raymond  No.  1. 

D  over  M  is  apparent. 

Fuld  p  119 

Fuld  p  119 

CCJ  1944  p  33 

"Antiques"  Magazine, 
February  1957  issue. 

Coin  World,  8-22-73 
p  132. 

Fuld  p  117 

Fuld  p  119 
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1963  Roscoe  Greenwood  wrote  an  article  on  Washington 

Medals,  including  this  one,  and  erroneously 
illustrated  a  fourth  restrike  as  an  original. 
(February) 

Coin  World  2-22-63 

George  Fuld  corrected  the  above  errors.  (April) 

Coin  World  4-5-63 

George  Fuld  presented  his  classic  research  in  the 

Token  and  Medal  Society  Journal.  (December) 

TAMS  Journal,  December 
1963  pp  111-127 

1965  Baker's  "Medallic  Portraits  of  Washington”  (see  1885) 

was  reprinted  and  footnoted  with  an  introduction 
by  George  Fuld. 

1969  "Medals  of  the  U.  S.  Mint"  issued  by  the  Department  of 

the  Treasury,  on  page  161  illustrates  and  des¬ 
cribes  this  mdeal.  (August)  It  contains  several 
errors. 

Number  401 

1973  A  reduced  size  reproduction  (1-1/2  inch)  is  announced 

by  Mrs.  Mary  Brooks,  Director  of  the  Mint. 

Will  be  available  in  bronze,  in  Boston,  in 

August  23  -  27.  Lead  blanks  wall  be  used  to 
illustrate  operation  of  a  press. 

Coin  World  8-22-73 

Coin  World  article  reviews  Fuld's  findings.  Gold 

Medal  to  be  shown  on  special  tour. 

Coin  World  8-22-73 

1974  A  reduced  size  reproduction  in  pewter,  with  antiqued 

and  brushed  finish,  was  placed  on  sale  by  the 

U.  S.  Mint  as  one  of  the  first  sets  of  two  in 
their  "Amierca's  First  Medals"  series. 

Gates  was  the  other. 

flis*  C  O  .  rt  /j  $  '■  S<rJ  e*  *  4-' f  by  Mr.  J  *■/  n 

/>r  j/  *>  *3 

A.V.c/c  «.  . 
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PEDIGREE  OF  THE  WASHINGTON  ORIGINALS 


Jane  Butler  Ml 


Augustine 
Washington 
(Died  4-12-43) 


2M  Mary  Bell 


I — 1  l 

Died  Augustine  Lawrence 

In  Washington  Washington 

Child-  "Austin"  (Elder  1/2 
hood  Brother) 


Sarah 
(Died  1752) 


-  Gold.  Green  seal-skin 

case,  velvet  lined. 

- Silver.  Velvet  lined 

case  made  for 
the  set  of  11. 


1  M2 


1 - 

Rev.  Dr. 
John  B. 
Clemson 


Mrs. 

Samuel 

Walter 

Washington 


M 


i - - 1 - 

Samuel  George 
Washington  Washington 
(Older  Bro.)  (Died 

12-14-99) 

* 

/  \ 

!  )  s—*  i 

George  Bushrod  Robert 
Steptoe  Washington  Lewis 
Washington  (Nephew)  (Nephew) 


I'Tl  I 


Martha 

Dandridge 

Custis 


1 M 1 


No 

issue 


(Nephew)  and 

Administra¬ 
tor 

P 

Dr.  Samuel 
Walter 
Washington 
(oldest  son)  ( 

(died  1831)  1 

V 


\ 

I 
) 
I 

* 

Lewis 

Lewis 

(only 

son) 

Pawn- 

Broker 


Daniel 

Parke 

Custis 


Lawrence  John 
Lewis  Parke 
(Nephew)  Custis 
(Jackie) 


Martha 

Parke 

Custis 

(Patsie) 


~l - 1 

(2  others 
who  died 
before 
2nd 

marriage) 


r 

George @ 
Washington 
Parke 
Custis 


Elanor  @ 

Parke 

Custis 


Daughter 
married 
R.  E.  Lee 


Ann 

Bull 

Washington 


V 


M  George 

Lafayette 
Washington 
# 


Public 
auction 
5-3-70 
Did  not 
sell  at 
reserve 
of  $4000 


* 

Sold  to 
City  of 
Boston 
In  1876 
for 


G.M.  1-7-76 


I  1824  or  5 

Daniel 
Webster 
f  (Died  10- 
I  24-52) 

Heirs 

i 

i 

*  Webster 
Club  of 
I  Boston 

i 

Peter 

Harvey 

i 

1 

l 

t 

Presented 
to  Mass. 
Hist.  Soc. 
April  16, 


Notes: 

*  Private  sale  by  execu¬ 
tor  July  21st,  1802. 

#  During  Civil  War  he 
buried  the  medal  in  its 
case,  enveloped  in  cot¬ 
ton,  and  placed  in  a 
box,  in  the  cellar  of  a 
mansion  11  miles  from 
Harper's  Ferry. 

@  Adopted  and  raised  by 
George  and  Martha 
Washington 


$5,000 


1874 
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SOME  STATISTICS  ON  THE 
WASHINGTON  BEFORE  BOSTON  MEDAL 
_ AND  ITS  RESTRIKES _ _ 

1  st  medal  authorized  by  Congress.  Second  Continental. 

1  was  struck  In  gold  for  presentation  to  General  Washington. 

2  nations  have  issued  them.  France  (17  varieties),  U.  S.  Mint  (6  varieties),  U.  S. 

Private  (1  variety). 

2  sizes  have  been  issued.  2-1/2  Inch  (20  varieties),  1-1/2  inch  (4  varieties). 

3  treatments  of  the  periods  in  the  reverse  exerge  were  used.  2  periods  (8),  1  period  (3), 

and  no  periods. 

3  hooves  under  Washington's  horse  were  used  on  11  varieties. 

4  hooves  under  Washington's  horse  were  used  on  11  varieties. 

4  other  gold  medals  ordered  by  Congress  were  struck  before  this  one.  Gates,  Wayne, 
Morgan,  Greene. 

4  styles  of  O's  were  used  in  the  reverse  upper  legend.  Round,  Oval,  Slim,  Slim-Oval. 

5  obverse  dies  have  been  used.  Original,  3rd,  4th,  5th,  and  7th  restrikes. 

5  varieties  are  in  lead,  5  in  silver,  and  6  in  chocolate  bronze. 

6  varieties  were  issued  by  the  United  States  Mint,  17  by  France. 

6  varieties  are  in  golden  bronze. 

6  metals  have  been  used.  Lead,  gold,  silver,  chocolate  bronze,  golden  bronze,  and 
pewter. 

6  styles  of  edges  have  been  used.  Plain,  ARGENT,  CUIVRE,  BRONZE-FRANCE, 

BRONZE,  hallmarked. 

7  restrikes  have  been  made. 

7  obverse  dies  have  been  used. 

8  other  medals  ordered  by  Congress  were  struck  before  this  one.  Gates,  Wayne, 

Stewart,  DeFleury,  Morgan,  Washington,  Howard,  and  Greene. 

9  die  combinations  were  prepared.  Reject,  original,  1st  through  6th  restrikes. 

10  varieties  have  no  periods  in  reverse  exerge  lettering. 

11  varieties  have  3  hooves,  11  have  4  hooves. 

12  types  and  states  have  been  identified.  Rejects,  Originals,  1st  restrike,  2nd  restrike  - 

states  1,  2  and  3,  3rd  and  4th  restrikes,  5th  restrike  -  types  1  and  2,  6th 
restrike,  and  the  7th  restrike. 

14  varieties  have  an  estimated  rarity  of  R-6  or  higher. 

17  varieties  were  struck  in  France. 

20  varieties  are  2-1/2  inches  in  diameter,  4  are  1-1/2  inch. 

24  varieties  arc  known  to  me.  See  trial  list. 
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SOME  MYTHS 


MYTH:  The  "originals"  can  be  Identified  by  noting  the  4  hooves  under  the  horse’s 

belly. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  originals  show  4  hooves,  so  do  the  rejects,  the  1st, 

4th  and  5th  rcstrikes.  The  currently  available  large  medal  from  the  U.  S.  Mint  has  4  hooves. 


MYTH:  The  "originals"  had  no  periods  in  the  reverse  exerge  lettering. 

Wrong.  The  French  originals  did  have  periods.  The  first  U.  S.  medals 
(3rd  restrikes)  struck  in  chocolate  bronze,  and  in  very  small  quantity,  had  no  periods.  The 
5th  restrikes  (French)  have  no  periods  either. 


MYTH:  All  of  the  French  pieces  have  edge  markings. 

Not  so.  The  originals  and  first  restrikes  did  not. 

MYTH:  The  "originals"  were  undoubtedly  struck  in  1786. 

While  they  may  have  been,  there  is  doubt.  Much  evidence  points  to  1759. 

MYTH:  Lafayette  and  Franklin  personnally  supervised  the  production  of  the  originals. 

While  they  may  have  been  interested,  and  even  may  have  lent  their  influence, 
we  see  no  evidence  of  their  personal  involvement  in  the  production. 


MYTH:  Restrikes  can  easily  be  identified  by  the  3  hooves  under  the  horse's  belly. 

Wrong.  While  some  did,  others  did  not.  The  1st,  4th,  and  5th  restrikes  had 

4  hooves. 

MYTH:  The  chocolate  brown  pieces  are  the  originals,  the  golden  bronze  the  re  strikes. 

Chocolate  bronze  was  used  for  the  originals,  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  restrikes. 

MYTH:  The  first  U.  S.  pieces  were  made  in  I860. 

The  U.  S.  Mint  Director  didn't  ask  the  French  for  the  dies  until  1861.  The 
French  said  no  in  1862. 
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MYTH:  This  Is  the  first  medal  authorized  by  the  United  States. 

The  United  Colonies,  not  the  United  States.  The  authorization  of  the  Second 
Continental  Congress  in  March  1776  predated  the  Declaration  of  Independence  by  almost  four 
months  and  the  Constitution  by  three-years. 

MYTH:  The  reverse  legend  "HOSTIBUS  PRIMO  FUGATIS"  (The  enemy  put  to  flight  for 

the  first  time)  is  historically  accurate. 

The  enemy  had  already  been  beaten  at  Lexington  and  Concord  before  Boston 

was  evacuated. 


MYTH:  All  of  the  originals  have  been  accounted  for. 

We  don't  know  how  many  originals  there  were  or  where  they  went.  Even  the 
gold  one  may  not  be  unique.  A  silver  one  showed  up  in  Peru. 


MYTH:  Duvivier  designed  the  medal. 

He  was  provided  with  a  sketch,  the  legends,  and  a  written  description  within 

which  to  work. 


MYTH:  Washington's  portrait,  though  classical,  shows  him  as  he  appeared  at  the  time 

Boston  was  evacuated. 

Not  so.  It  showed  him  as  he  appeared  nine  years  later  when  Houdon  made  a 
cast  of  his  face  in  1785. 


MYTH:  Washington  proceeded  from  Boston  to  his  next  military  success. 

He  was  clobbered  at  the  Battle  of  Long  Island. 

MYTH:  All  varieties  are  undoubtedly  listed  in  this  work. 

While  it  is  hoped  that  this  is  so,  we  wouldn't  at  all  be  surprised  if  new  varieties, 
die  trials,  edge  markings,  forgeries,  castings,  muleings,  or  fantasies  show  up. 
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APPRECIATION 


Notwithstanding  the  glib  remark  in  the  preface,  I  must  recognize  with 
sincere  appreciation  the  assistance  of  the  following  people: 

Mr.  W.  W.  Woodsidc,  Honorary  Curator  of  Numismatics,  Carnegie 
Museum,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  for  personal  encouragement  and  allowing 
me  to  examine  and  photograph  the  eight  specimens  in  the  collection  and  to  use 
the  numismatic  library. 

Mr.  John  L.  Knabenschuh,  Research  Associate  ,  Carnegie  Museum,  for 
photographing  the  material. 

Mr.  Lawrence  Dziubek,  President,  Western  Pennsylvania  Numismatic 
Society,  for  references  and  suggestions  which  were  most  helpful. 

Mr.  Frank  Guziewicz,  Research  Associate,  Carnegie  Museum,  for 
translations  of  French  material. 

Mr.  John  W.  Adams,  Adams,  Harkness  and  Hill,  Inc.,  Boston,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  for  tracking  down  many  obscure  items  of  information  and  for  pro¬ 
viding  the  Bond  auction  catalogue  of  May  3,  1870. 

Mr.  Ralph  Goldstone,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  for  locating  and  providing 
the  specimen  issued  in  1901. 

Mrs.  Beverly  Walthour,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  for  typing  (and  correcting) 
the  manuscript,  thereby  proving  her  skill  at  making  a  silk  purse  out  of  a  sow's  ear. 
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COM  PA  R  ISO N  OF  KEY  FEATURES 


OBVERSE: 

Lowest  hair 


(Reject  only)  (All  others) 


G  Bottoms 


/ 


Spiked 
(4th  &  7  th) 


Rounded 
(All  others) 


REVERSE: 


Hooves  under  belly 


(All  others) 


Raised  right  hoof 


Side  Shod 

.(2nd  &  3rd)  (All  others) 


Shapes  of  O's  in  HOSTEBUS 


Round 

(Original  only) 


Oval 

(Reject,  1st,  2nd) 
(  3rd  &  5th  ) 


Slim 

(4th  only) 


Slim  Oval 
(6th  &  7th) 


I  under  R  or  E 


RECUPERATUM 

MARTII 

(Orig. ,  2nd,  3rd,  5th) 


RECUPERATUM 

MARTII 

(All  others) 


Die  pit 


EDGE 

Enlargements 
of  Paris 
mlntmarks 


GM  l  io-lS 


(3rd  only) 
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Washington  Before  Boston  Medals 
RARITY  AND  VALUE  GUIDE 

_ Rarity _  Value 


M  1 

Rejected  obverse  -  Lead 

Possibly  unique 

R-9 

M  2 

Rejected  reverse  -  Lead 

Possibly  unique 

R-9 

- 

M  3 

Possible  die  trial  -  Lead 

Possibly  unique 

R-9 

- 

M  4 

Original  -  Gold 

Probably  unique 

R-10 

- 

M  5 

Original  -  Silver 

Possibly  4  or  5,  2  kn 

R-9 

- 

M  6 

Original  -  Chocolate  Bronze 

Probably  5  or  6 

R-8 

'  -  /  *0-0 
$250.00-  r,~ 

M  7 

1st  Re  strike  -  Lead 

Two  known 

R-9 

M  8 

1st  Restrike  -  Chocolate  Bronze 

Possibly  10  or  20 

R-7 

$100.00 

M  9 

2nd  Rs  -  State  1  -  Silver 

Possibly  7  to  10 

R-8 

$350.00 

M  10 

2nd  Rs  -  State  1  -  Choc.  Br. 

Well  over  100 

R-5 

$  80.00 

M  11 

2nd  Rs  -  State  2  -  Silver 

Possibly  12  -  20 

R-7 

$300.00 

M  12 

2nd  P.s  -  State  2  -  Cast  Silver 

Possibly  4  or  5 

R-8 

$200.00 

M  13 

2nd  Rs  -  State  2  -  Golden  Bronze 

Possibly  20  to  100 

R-6 

$  20.00 

M  14 

2nd  Rs  -  State  3  -  Golden  Bronze 

Possibly  several  100s 

R-4 

$  10.00 

M  15 

3rd  Rs  -  Chocolate  Bronze 

Probably  several  100s 

R-4 

$  50.00 

M  16 

4th  Rs  -  Chocolate  Bronze 

Rather  rare 

R-8 

$100.00 

M  17 

4th  Rs  -  Golden  Bronze 

Presently  available 

R-l 

$  7.00 

M  18 

5th  Rs  -  Golden  Br.  -  FRANCE 

Scarcer  than  type  2 

R-3 

$  ^4-rm  n  r 

M  19 

5th  Rs  -  Golden  Br.  -  Type  2 

Presently  available 

R-l 

$  8.00 

M  20 

5th  Rs  -  Silver 

Possibly  8  to  10 

R-7 

$120.00 

M  21 

Reduced  size  -  Choc.  Br. 

Boston  area  only. 

R-3 

$  24.00 

M  22 

Reduced  size  -  Lead 

Not  for  circulation. 

R-5 

$  20.00 

M  23 

Reduced  size  -  Golden  Bronze 

Presently  available 

R-l 

$  2.00 

M  24 

Reduced  size  -  Pewter 

Available  in  a  set 

R-2 

$  8.00 

GM  1/19/76 
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1 

2 

Check 

Check 

Jiooves. 

^edge^. 

(Beneath 
horse's 
belly. ) 


4 

Hooves 


Plain  edge  < 


D  In  date  is 
missing. 


Periods 
I  under  R 


Round  O  in  PRLMO 


WASHINGTON  BEFORE  BOSTON  MR  DA  L 

QUICK  RK  E FRENCH  GUIDE 

(shaded  =  French) 

(clear  =  U.  S.  ) 

REVERSES _ OBVERSES 


corrected 

\ 


Periods. 

I  under  E. 


Oval  O  irf  PRLMO 


173G-1789 
REJECT 
Lead.  Uniface. 


1786-1789 

ORIGINAL 

Gold,  Silver, 
Choc.  Bronze 

Before  1820 

1st  RESTRIKE 
Lead,  Choc.  Br 


3 

Hooves 


Edge  marked: 
ARGENT  1  before 
CUTVRE  /  C1890 
BRONZE 


Plain  edge 


(No  periods) 

(I  under  R) 

(Oval  O  in  PRLMO) 

States  1  &  2,  No 
break  over  HOS. 


(No  periods) 

(I  under  R) 

(Oval  O  in  PRLMO) 
(Dot  near  center) 


Line  divides 
bust  and 
exerge.  U's 
in  legend. 

Faint  die 
mars  below 
lowest  hair 
and  below 
1st  E. 

Mars  are 
now  more 
pronounced. 


cl820  -  c 1900 
2nd  RESTRIKE 
Silver,  Choc.  Br.  to  cl890 
q  Golden  Br.  after  cl 890 

[copy  (state  2),  touched  up 


C1862  -  cl890 
3rd  RESTRfKE 


(1st  U.S.) 
Choc.  Br.  only 


State  1: 

Mars  have 
become  pits. 

States  2  &  3 
pits  removed. 

copy 

New  dot 
below  G  in 
WASHINGTON 


4  ■< 

Hooves 


Plain  edge 


ARGENT 
or  f and 
BRONZE  < FRANCE 
[  to  1930 


Periods 
I  under  E. 

Slim  O  in  PRLMO 


No  periods. 

I  under  R 
Oval  O  in  PRLMO 


el890  -  present 
4th  RESTRIKE 
(2nd  U.  S. ) 
Choc.  Br.  to  1900, 
Golden  Br.  after 

C1910  -  present 
5th  RES'TRIKE 

Silver  cl960 
F  Golden  bronze. 


Top  of  line 
DU  VTVIER 
below  hair. 
Ill  G  bottoms 
are  spiked. 

G  bottoms 
rounded 


3 

Hooves 


Plain  edge 


Plain  edge 


MARTH 

Spelled 

MARTN 


Periods 
I  under  E 


(s> 


1901 

6th  RESTRIKE 


1-1/2  inch  size 
chocolate  bronze 


7  6th  RESTRfKE 
1-1  '2  inch  size 


Note:  Numbers  &  letters  outside  circles  =  Fuld  designations 
M  numbers  refer  to  the  Mooney  trial  list. 


Lead:1973 
Golden  br:1974  -  Pres. 
Pewter:  1971  -  Pres. 


No 

Portrait. 
Text  in 
wreath. 


G  bottoms 
arc  spiked. 


GM  12-24-73 


M  U 
M  5 

M  6 

M  7 
M  8 

M  9 
M  10 
H  11 
M  12 
M  13 
M  14 

M  15 


M  16 
M  17 

M  18 
M  19 
M  20 


M  21 


H  JH 

M  i3 

M  **r 


JL- 
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ro 
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3 

■/ 

- 

Copper’ 

Ac  <  air/ 

•* 
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+ 

" 

V 
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* 

S’ 

„ 

B r-  3r>e.  C 

? 
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/ 

Brats 

ST9 
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THANKS,  GENERAL: 


For  eight  and  a  half  months,  the  colonial  forces,  commanded  by  General 
George  Washington,  besieged  the  port  of  Boston,  then  occupied  by  the  British. 
Washington  had  assumed  command  after  the  Americans  had  been  badly  beaten 
at  Bunker  Hill  after  inflicting  heavy  casualties  upon  their  British  enemies, 
and  in  the  meantime  he  had  reorganized,  strengthened  and  disciplined  the 
army.  Unable  to  do  more  than  contain  the  British  for  lack  of  artillery, 
Washington  sent  forces  to  bring  cannon  captured  at  Fort  Ticonderoga  via  the 
long  overland  route  to  Boston.  Once  in  possession  of  this  armament  of  over 
60  tons,  the  Americans  occupied  Dorchester  Heights,  south  of  Boston,  and 
were  able  to  command  the  town.  The  British,  following  an  unsuccessful  raid 
on  the  American  position,  evacuated  the  city  on  Sunday,  March  17,  1776. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  news,  the  Second  Continental  Congress  in  Philadelphia 
was  elated,  and  adopted  a  resolution  which  closed  with  the  words  "...  and 
that  a  medal  be  struck  in  commemoration  of  this  great  event,  and  presented 
to  his  Excellency".  Thus  was  authorized  the  first  medal  of  the  United  Colonies. 

With  the  war  in  progress  and  a  peace  still  to  be  negotiated,  it  took  some 
time  for  the  medal  to  be  actually  produced,  but  at  last  it  was  struck,  in  gold, 
at  the  Paris  Mint  about  1789,  and  presented  to  Washington.  It  was  the  only 
tangible  reward  ever  given  to  the  General  by  the  Congress.  The  medal  remained 
in  the  possession  of  the  Washington  family  until  1876,  when  it  was  acquired  by 
the  City  of  Boston  and  is  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

Beside  the  gold  original,  a  few  specimens  were  struck  in  silver  and  in 
bronze  before  the  reverse  die  broke.  Because  of  the  demand  for  more  copies 
during  the  early  ISOO's,  the  Paris  Mint  prepared  a  new  reverse  die  and  used 
it  until  it  also  broke.  Another  was  prepared  and  more  examples  struck.  The 
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original  obverse  die  was  used  with  all  three  of  these  reverses.  However, 
about  1910,  both  the  obverse  and  (third)  reverse  dies  became  unserviceable, 
and  the  Mint  prepared  new  ones. 

Meanwhile,  about  18G2,  the  United  States  Mint  at  Philadelphia  made  dies 
similar  to  the  French  originals,  and  struck  a  few  copies  in  the  mellow, 
chocolate-colored  bronze  typical  of  the  period.  About  1890,  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  made  new  dies  and  struck  specimens,  at  first  in  the  darker  metal  and 
later  in  golden  bronze.  Miniatures  were  made  for  various  occasions  in  1901, 
1973  and  1974. 

To  date,  some  24  varieties  of  the  Washington  Before  Boston  medal  (as 
it  has  come  to  be  known)  have  been  identified,  each  different  in  greater  or 
less  detail.  The  Carnegie  Museum  cabinet  contains  ten  of  these  varieties, 
including  the  first  French  restrike,  and  three  other  varieties  are  in  private 
collections  in  the  Pittsburgh  area. 

The  obverse  portrait  of  Washington  was  adapted  from  a  life  cast  of  his 
face  taken  by  the  French  sculptor,  Jean  Antoine  Houdon,  at  Mount  Vernon 
in  the  fall  of  1785.  Using  this  adaptation,  the  die  was  made  by  the  famous 
Parisian  medalist,  Pierre  Simon  Benjamin  Duvivier,  whose  name  appears 
in  small  letters  beneath  the  bust.  The  circular  Latin  legend  translates 
"George  Washington  Commnnder-in-Chief  of  the  Armies  Protector  of 
Liberty",  and  the  lower  as  "American  Congress". 

The  reverse  shows  General  Washington  and  aides,  all  mounted,  viewing 
from  Dorchester  Heights  the  town  of  Boston  and  the  departing  British  ships. 

In  the  immediate  foreground  are  cannon  and  shot  brought  from  Ticondcrogn, 
while  in  the  middle  ground  between  the  horsemen  and  the  harbor  are  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  fortifications  and  some  of  t he  American  troops  preparing  to  occupy 
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the  town.  The  upper  Latin  legend  translates  "The  Enemy  Put  to  Flight  for  the 
First  Time",  and  the  lower  as  "Boston  Retaken,  March  17,  1776". 

Thus  was  produced  our  country's  first  and  only  tangible  expression  of 
appreciation  to  Washington  from  a  grateful  nation.  Now,  200  years  later,  we 
still  say  "Thanks,  General  Washington,  for  an  extremely  difficult  job  very 
well  done. 


The  First  Medal  Authorized  by  the  United  Colonies 
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At  this  point,  more  important  matters  ap/xirently  occupied  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  and  it  was  not  until 
1785  that  work  began  in  earnest  to  carry  out  the  Congressional  Resolution  By  this  time,  Thomas  Jefferson 
was  entrusted  with  the  chore  of  seeing  the  project  to  its  conclusion,  lie  obtained  the  design  and  inscriptions 
from  Gatteaux  and  contracted  here  Simon  Duvivier  to  prepare  the  dies 

IPhen  the  dies  were  completed,  they  were  submitted  for  approval  to  the  US.  representatives  in  Pans  - 
Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson.  They  were  both  rejected !  Jefferson  was  unhappy 
with  the  use  of  a  dividing  line  between  the  bust  and  the  exergue  on  the  obverse.  He  also  objected  to  the  use 
of  U's  in  the  legend  instead  of  the  classic  Vs.  The  reverse  was  rejected  for  a  more  practical  reason  -  the  D 
had  been  omitted  from  the  Roman  numeral  date  making  it  read  1276  instead  of  1776  There  are  no  known 
struck  medals  with  this  die  combination  although  splashers  of  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  rejected  dies  are 
known. 

In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  committee,  new  dies  were  prepared,  approved  and  striking  began 
One  Gold  medal  was  struck  and  presented  to  Washington  sometime  between  1786  and  1789.  A  small,  but 
undetermined  number,  were  also  struck  in  Silver  and  Bronze.  The  medals  struck  from  these  dies  are 
commonly  and  correctly  called  "originals". 

There  are  a  unique  combination  of  characteristics  by  which  one  can  identify  an  "original": 

1.  There  are  four  hooves  under  the  belly  of  Washington's  horse. 

2.  There  are  periods  in  the  exergue  lettering  after  the  Roman  numerals. 

3.  The  last  1  in  MARTTI  is  under  the  R  of  RECUPERATUM 

4.  The  outer  edges  of  the  O's  in  the  upper  legend  are  almost  perfectly  round 

A  close  examination  of  this  piece,  and  a  comparison  with  photographs  of  the  Silver  medal  in  the  Daniel 
Webster  case  of  Comitia  Americana  medals  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  established  with  certainty 
that  this  is  from  the  same  dies  as  the  Webster  specimen  and  that  it  is  an  original  Silver  striking  A 
comparison  of  the  areas  of  die  rust  show  that  the  two  medals  were  probably  struck  within  a  fairly  short 
period  of  time  of  each  other. 

There  are  five  known  Silver  original  Washington  before  Boston  medals: 

1.  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Given  to  Washington  and  subsequently  owned  by 

Daniel  Webster. 

2.  Private  Rhode  Island  Collection.  Found  in  Peru  in  1961,  sold  to  George  Fuld,  then  to 

John  Ford  and  subsequently  to  the  current  owner. 

3.  John  Ford,  Jr.  Ihirchased  in  Paris  in  1967. 

4.  Private  Massachusetts  Collection  from  Rossa  &  Tanenbaum  who  purchased  it  privately 

in  New  York. 

5.  The  medal  offered  here;  obtained  from  the  Dreyfuss  Collection  and  formerly  in  Dr  Paul 

Patterson's  Collection,  who  purchased  it  from  an  unnamed  source  in  England 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  official  repository  of  artifacts  of  our  nation's 
history,  does  not  own  an  example  of  this  medal  in  Silver! 

I'Oi  (he  collector  who  desires  to  own  the  ultimate  in  an  American  historic  medal  in  Silver  -  here  it  is!  When  last  sold 
in  the  Dreyfuss  Sale  in  1986,  this  medal  brought  Sl8.150.00.  We  expect  that  record  to  be  broken. 
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